
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, June 6, 2012   9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, 
LaFontaine, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-
Wright, Segal, Smiley. 
 
Representative Rendon made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 30, 3012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee: 
 
HB 5717 Franz Agriculture; other; agricultural loan program for certain agricultural 

disasters; provide for. 
 
Representative Franz spoke to the Committee regarding the provisions of HB 5717. 
 
Tonia Ritter and Bob Boehm, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, provided a video presentation 
regarding fruit production and damage which occurred during the harsh weather conditions in the spring 
of 2012.  Ms. Ritter commented on provisions of the H-1 substitute version of HB 5717. 
 
Paul Conners and Mike Krause, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, discussed the loan 
origination process, the administration fee obligation to the State of Michigan, the loan process for 
borrowers and other reporting requirements and procedures.   
 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, spoke in support of HB 5717.  
 
The following individuals also spoke regarding  HB 5717: 
 Derek Bajema, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development  
(MDARD), in support  
 Robert Gregory, representing Gregory Brothers' Farms LLC, in support 
 Roger Veliquette, representing Great Lakes Packing Company, in support 
 Jon Veliquette, representing Great Lakes Packing Company, in support 
 Randy Willmeng, representing Willmeng Farms, in support 
 Joe Dietrich, representing Ridgeview Orchard, in support 
 Barry Winkel, representing Greg Orchards and Produce, Inc., in support 
 Phil Korson, representing the Cherry Marketing Industry, in support 
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Cards for HB 5717 were submitted by: 
 Phil Pitts, representing Michigan Processing Apple Growers, in support 
 Dawn Drake, representing Michigan Processing Apple Growers, in support 
 Mark Umlor, representing Umler Orchards, in support 
 Rodney Winkel, representing Grandview Orchards, in support 
 Bruce Veliquette, representing Cherry Ke Orchards, in support 
 Don Rasch, representing Rasch Family Orchards, in support 
 Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Soybean Growers and Michigan Corn Growers, in 
support 
 Sarah Black, Michigan Farm Bureau, in support 
 Tim Fischer, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in support 
 Chris Barden Hagen, representing Bardenhagen Farms, in support 
 
Representative Outman made a motion to adopt HB 5717 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal, Smiley. (18/18) 
Nays:  None. (0/18) 
Pass:  None.  (0/18)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Glardon made a motion to report HB 5717 (H-2) with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal, Smiley. (18/18) 
Nays:  None. (0/18) 
Pass:  None.  (018)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
The Chair laid HR 265 before the Committee.  
 
HR 265 Potvin A resolution to memorialize Congress and the President of the United 

States to continue funding for the Microbiological Data Program in the FY 
2013 federal budget. 

 
Jamie Callahan, representing Representative Potvin, spoke to the Committee in support of the resolution.   
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Bonnie Moon, representing MDARD, also spoke to the Committee regarding HR 265. 
 
Derek Bajema, representing  MDARD, submitted a card  in support of HR 265. 
 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a card indicating support of HR 265.  
 
Representative Oakes made a motion to report HR 265 with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Tyler, Glardon, Johnson, LaFontaine, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Muxlow, Callton, Brunner, Oakes, Talabi, Hovey-Wright, Segal, Smiley. (18/18) 
Nays:  None. (0/18) 
Pass:  None.  (018)  (18/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:14 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk 
(517) 373-8538 
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