
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, February 14, 2012 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Barnett, 
Clemente and Townsend. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Haugh and Olumba. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the February 7, 2012, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5245 before the committee: 
 
HB 5245 Wayne Schmidt Taxation; hotel-motel tax; collection of interest on delinquent 

assessment; modify. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt called Vice-Chair Tyler to the chair. 
 
TESTIMONY: 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt, sponsor of HB 5245, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Bill Lobenherz, representing the Michigan Soft Drink Association (MSDA), gave comments in 
support of the bill and introduced the following speakers from the Convention & Visitors 
Bureaus: 
 
Lisa Shanley, President of the Michigan Association of Convention and Visitor Bureaus, 
representing the South Haven Convention & Visitors Bureau, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Barbara J. Barden, representing the Livingston County Convention & Visitors Bureau, testified 
in support of the bill. 
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Mindy Bradish-Orta, representing the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce, and the Jackson 
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, testified in support of the bill. 
  
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Knollenberg moved to excuse Representatives Haugh and Olumba from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Doug Small, President & Chief Experience Officer at Experience Grand Rapids, supports the 
bill. 
Bret Marr from Muchmore Harrington, representing the Detroit Metro Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, supports the bill. 
Bret Marr from Muchmore Harrington, representing the Michigan Lodging & Tourism 
Association, supports the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:11 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
41 minutes 
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