
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, March 27, 2012 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, 
Clemente and Townsend. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Lund and Olumba. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the March 20, 2012, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 929 before the committee: 
 
SB 929 Kowall State financing and management; funds; 21st century jobs fund; 

modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Dave Biswas from Senator Kowall's office testified in support of the bill. 
 
James McBryde, Martin Dober and Brad Heffner, representing the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation (MEDC), testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted written testimony and did not speak: 
Isabelle Terry, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 721 and SB 722 before the committee: 
 
SB 721 Jones Occupations; business licensing and regulation; sales of plastic 

bulk merchandise containers; regulate dealers and transactions. 
 
SB 722 Marleau Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of knowingly buying or selling stolen plastic bulk 
merchandise containers; provide for. 
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TESTIMONY 
 
Ryan Luke from Senator Jones' office testified in support of the bills. 
 
Bill Lobenherz and Lee Scott, representing the Michigan Soft Drink Association, testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not wish to speak: 
 
Brad Comment, representing the Michigan Dairy Food Association, supports the bills. 
Amy Drumm, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, supports the bills. 
Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Food and Beverage Association, supports the bills. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report SB 721 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente 
and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Switalski moved to report SB 722 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente 
and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5246 before the committee: 
 
HB 5246 Wayne Schmidt Economic development; local development financing; number of 

smart zones; increase. 
 
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 5246. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente 
and Townsend, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), testified 
in support of the bill. 
 
Peter Anastor and Brad Heffner, representing the MEDC, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted written testimony and did not speak: 
Isabelle Terry, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5477 before the committee: 
 
HB 5477 Wayne Schmidt State financing and management; funds; 21st century job trust 

fund; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
James McBryde, representing the MEDC, testified in support of the Farrington amendments, the 
Switalski amendment, and the first and third Shirkey amendments. 
 
Martin Dober, representing the MEDC gave additional comments on the amendments. 
 
The following person submitted written testimony and did not speak: 
Isabelle Terry, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to excuse Representatives Lund and Olumba.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
11:41 a.m.   
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 11 minutes 
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