
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, April 26, 2011        10:30 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne Schmidt, 
Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Clemente and Melton. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Gilbert, Barnett and Olumba. 
 
Representative Knollenberg moved to adopt the minutes of the April 12, 2011, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4003 before the committee: 
 
HB 4003 Opsommer Labor; public service employment; definition of public employee; clarify 

regarding recognition of union based on receipt of government subsidy 
or interlocal agreement. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), supports the bill. 
 
Representative Knollenberg moved to report HB 4003 with recommendation that the bill be referred to 
the Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors.   
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-0. 
 
 FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Farrington, Glardon, 
Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Clemente and Melton, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid SB 223 before the committee: 
 
SB 223 Kowall Economic development; commercial redevelopment; definition of 

qualified facility; expand certain restrictions. 
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TESTIMONY 
 
Kenneth Cole from Governmental Services Consulting Inc. (GCSI), representing Urb Cam Com, 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Dennis West, representing Northern Initiatives, testified and submitted written testimony in support of 
the bill. 
 
Vanessa Rucker, representing the Center for Empowerment and Economic Development (CEED - 
Detroit), testified in support of the bill. 
 
Melinda Turner-DuBois, representing CEED - Oakland County, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Audrey David, representing DataScript Systems, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Chad Jordan, representing Craving Gourmet Popcorn, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Christopher Fox, representing CEED - c/o Salient, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Paul G. Connors, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, indicated neutrality on the bill. 
 
Ross Yednock, representing the Asset Building Policy Project, Community Economic Development 
Association of Michigan (CEDAM), submitted a handout to the committee. 
 
Representative Glardon moved to excuse Representatives Gilbert, Barnett and Olumba from the 
committee.  There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:15 
a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
45 Minutes 
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