
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, May 15, 2012 9:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett and Clemente. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Townsend and Olumba. 
  
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the May 1, 2012, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5577 before the committee: 
 
HB 5577 Nesbitt State; escheats; uniform unclaimed property act; modify look-back 

period to 5 years. 
 
TESTIMONY 

 
Representative Nesbitt, sponsor of HB 5577, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Howard Ryan, Bruce Hanses and Gonzalo Llano, representing the Michigan Department of 
Treasury, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Patricia Kinley, representing the Michigan Chamber, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the 
bill. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5617, HB 5618, HB 5619 and HB 5620 before the committee: 
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HB 5617 Zorn Housing; housing development authority; eligibility for certain 
residential loans; modify income requirement. 

 
HB 5618 Shaughnessy Housing; housing development authority; requirement that 

multifamily housing project be located in eligible distressed area; 
eliminate as condition for certain loans. 

 
HB 5619 Wayne Schmidt Property tax; exemptions; waiver of specific tax; allow for land 

sold or conveyed by land bank fast track authority. 
 
HB 5620 Wayne Schmidt Housing; housing development authority; mortgage credit 

certificate program; revise eligibility. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jennifer Bowman and Will Mosing, representing the Michigan State Housing Development 
Authority (MSHDA), testified in support of the bills. 
 
James McBryde and Kevin Francart, representing the Michigan Land Bank, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt placed the committee at ease at 10:07 a.m. 
The committee reconvened at 10:21 a.m. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Isabelle Terry, representing herself, opposes the bills. 
Jessica AcMoody, representing the Community Economic Development Association of 
Michigan (CEDAM), supports the bills. 
Michelle Brant, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, supports the bills. 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers, supports the bills. 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports the bills. 
Vicki Baron, representing the Michigan Credit Union League, supports the bills. 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports HB 5617, HB 5618 and HB 
5620. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for presentations from: 
 

Carol Van Andel, Van Andel Education Institute and 
 Board Member Michigan Colleges Foundation 

 
Dr. Jeff Docking, President Adrian College 

 
Casey Hoffman, Student at Albion College and  

Board Chair for the Van Andel Millennial Board 
 

Mary Kramer, Publisher at Crain's Detroit Business and 
 Board Member Michigan Colleges Foundation 
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Ms. Carol Van Andel gave an overview of the Van Andel Millennium Board -  which is made 
up of 14 of the top college students in the state (one from each private college).  Ms. Van Andel 
submitted written testimony and a handout to the committee.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Dr. Jeff Docking gave an overview on aligning corporate needs to college students' academic 
programs.  Dr. Docking supports the Millennium Board and gave comments on talent retention 
of college students in Michigan.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Casey Hoffman gave comments on how the legislature could bring positive change to Michigan.  
Mr. Hoffman gave an overview of the results of a survey given to over 3,800 college students 
about what they needed in a community and could they find it here in Michigan.  Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Mary Kramer gave comments regarding the employer community, the challenges employers 
face, and what college students in their 20s want upon graduating.  A handout was submitted to 
the committee members. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:06 a.m.   
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 36 minutes 
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