
                         
    THE  MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON 
COMMERCE 

 
 
Tuesday, May 22, 2012 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, 
Clemente and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Representatives Shirkey and Townsend. 
  
Representative Farrington moved to adopt the minutes from the May 15, 2012, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 1119 before the committee: 
 
SB 1119 Kowall Housing; housing development authority; oversight for the 

administration of state and federal housing programs; clarify. 
 
TESTIMONY 

 
Dave Biswas from Senator Kowall's office testified in support of the bill. 
  
Will Moseng, representing the Michigan State Housing Development Authority (MSHDA), 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative McMillin, representing the 45th District, testified with concerns on the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
Jennifer Bowman, representing (MSHDA), supports the bill. 
Lee Schwartz, representing Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports the bill. 
Isabelle Terry, representing herself, opposes the bill. 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports the bill 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, supports the bill. 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bill. 
Jessica AcMoody, representing the Community Economic Development Association of 
Michigan, supports the bill. 
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Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HR 195 before the committee: 
 
HR 195 Pscholka A resolution to memorialize the Congress of the United States to enact 

legislation to ensure that amounts credited to the Harbor Maintenance 
Trust Fund are used solely for the dredging, infrastructure, operation, and 
maintenance of federally authorized ports. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Adam Carlson from Representative Pscholka's office testified in support of the resolution. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
Sarah Hubbard, representing the Lake Carriers Association, supports the resolution. 
Bret Marr from Muchmore Harrington, representing the Michigan Boating Industries 
Association, supports the resolution. 
 
Representative Denby moved to report HR 195 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Gilbert, Denby, Farrington, Glardon, 
Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett and Clemente, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chair Wayne Schmidt opened the floor for a presentation from: 
 

Bruce Katz of the Brookings Institute 
 

Mr. Katz gave an overview of the 14 metro areas in Michigan in terms of how they rate with the 
national average for manufacturing jobs and exporting.  Mr. Katz stressed the need for the  
legislature to work with these areas to help promote "innovative districts" to attract and retain a 
talented workforce and increase Michigan's economy.  The 22@Barcelona is an example of 
knowledge producing centers collaborating with entrepreneur businesses, medical facilities, and 
technology centers, etc.  Mr. Katz submitted a handout to the committee members. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5577 before the committee: 
 
HB 5577 Nesbitt State; escheats; uniform unclaimed property act; modify look-back 

period to 5 years. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jeff Wiggins from Representative Nesbitt's office testified in support of the bill. 
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Howard Ryan, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, testified in support of the 
bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not wish to speak: 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, supports the bill. 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the 
bill. 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Suppliers, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 5577. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente and 
Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Knollenberg moved to report HB 5577 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Haugh, Barnett and Clemente, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representative Olumba. 

 
Chair Wayne Schmidt laid SB 1085 before the committee: 
 
SB 1085 Moolenaar Labor; fair employment practices; fair and open competition in 

government contracts act; clarify that the state is acting as a market 
participant. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Mike Telliga from Senator Moolenaar's office testified in support of the bill. 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Jonathan Byrd, representing the Michigan Laborers District, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bill. 



Commerce Committee 
Page 4 of 4 
5/22/2012 

 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Zane Walker, representing Michigan Building and Construction,  opposes the bill, 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federal of Independent Business (NFIB), supports the 
bill. 
Amy Daunt, representing the Michigan Association of Realtors, supports the bill. 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports the bill. 
Jim Sype, representing Operating Engineers #324, opposes the bill. 
Joel Simon, representing Ironworkers Local 25, opposes the bill. 
Phillip Vaughn, representing Ironworkers #25, opposes the bill. 
Brian Brannick, representing the Michigan Building Trades, opposes the bill. 
Ray Michaels, representing the IBEW, opposes the bill. 
Jeanette Bradshaw, representing the IBEW Local 58, opposes the bill. 
Bonnie Bochniak, representing the Michigan Business Professional Association, did not indicate 
a position on the bill. 
Lindsay Case, representing the Detroit Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
Pat Devlin, representing the Michigan Building Trades, opposes the bill. 
Stephanie Johnson, representing the IUOE Local #324, opposes the bill. 
Todd Tennis, representing IBEW Michigan State Conference, opposes the bill. 
John Briston, representing IBEW International, opposes the bill. 
Dave Jessup, representing the (SBAM), supports the bill. 
 
Representative Denby moved to excuse Representatives Shirkey and Townsend from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:02 p.m.   
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 32 minutes 
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