
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, June 22, 2011       10:30 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente, Melton and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4788 before the committee: 
 
HB 4788 Santana Economic development; plant rehabilitation; definition of "industrial 

property"; expand to include certain federal reserve bank operations. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jim McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card but did not speak: 
 
Paul Connors, representing the Michigan Department of Treasury, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Barnett moved to report HB 4788 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Farrington, 
Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente and Melton, 

Nays:  Representative Shirkey, 
Pass:   None. 
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Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4735 before the committee: 
 
 
HB 4735 Hughes Economic development; economic development corporations; eligibility 

for property owned by a nonprofit foundation and located in a 
renaissance zone; extend. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Hughes, sponsor of HB 4735, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Mickey Knight, representing the City of Muskegon, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
James McBryde, representing the (MEDC), opposes the bill. 
Marcia Hovey-Wright, representing the 92nd District, supports the bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4781 and HB 4782 before the committee: 
 
HB 4781 Wayne Schmidt Employment security; benefits; formula for weekly benefit amounts and 

seasonal employment; modify. 
 
HB 4782 Haveman Employment security; benefits; suitable work requirements; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Nancy McKeague, representing the Michigan Hospital Association, supports the bills. 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), supports 
the bills. 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, supports the bills. 
Kim Teachout, representing the UAW, opposes the bills. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, opposes the bills. 
Bret Marr of Muchmore Harrington, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports 
HB 4782. 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders & Contractors, supports HB 4781. 
Lee Schwarz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports HB 4782. 
Linda Gobler, representing the Michigan Grocers Association, supports the bills. 
Rebecca Park, representing Michigan Farm Bureau, supports the bills. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), supports the 
bills. 
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Representative Knollenberg moved to report HB 4781 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-7-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville and Zorn,  

Nays:  Representatives Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, Melton and Olumba, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Knollenberg moved to report HB 4782 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 12-7-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville and Zorn,  

Nays:  Representatives Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, Melton and Olumba, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4759 before the committee: 
 
HB 4759 Tyler Economic development; other; commercial rehabilitation act; modify 

definition of qualified facility. 
 

TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Tyler, sponsor of HB 4759, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League (MML), testified in support of the bill. 
 
Kathy Ramso, representing the City of Bridgeman, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Jim McBryde, representing the MEDC, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Charles Eckenstahler, representing the City of Bridgeman, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4759. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Melton and Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
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Representative Tyler moved to report HB 4759 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 19-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, 
Melton and Olumba, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4024 and HB 4026 before the committee: 
 

HB 4024 Agema Public employees and officers; state; state contractors; require to verify 
legal residency of employees. 

 
HB 4026 Agema Labor; fair employment practices; use of e-verification system by 

employment agencies; require. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Tlaib, representing the 12th District, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Ryan Bates, representing the Alliance for Immigrant Rights, testified and submitted written testimony in 
opposition to the bills. 
 
Representative Santana, representing the 10th District, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Teresa Hendricks, representing the Michigan Migrant Legal Aid, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to HB 4026. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Daniel Levy, representing the Michigan Department of Civil Rights, opposes the bills. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bills. 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders & Contractors, opposes the bills. 
Martha Larsen, representing the Ingham Immigration Coalition, opposes the bills. 
David Jessup, representing the (SBAM), opposes the bills. 
Nancy McKeague, representing the Michigan Hospital Association, opposes HB 4026. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, opposes the bills. 
Kim Teachout, representing the UAW, opposes the bills. 
Dia Pearce, representing UniteHere, opposes the bills. 
Mary Ellen Jeffreys, a retired clerk, opposes the bills. 
Mr. Lauve supports the bills. 
Susan Martin supports the bills. 
Ann Francis opposes the bills. 
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There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:02 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 32 Minutes 
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