
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, September 27, 2011 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Wayne 
Schmidt, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, 
Lund, Shirkey, Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Somerville, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, 
Barnett, Clemente, Townsend and Olumba. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Tyler moved to adopt the minutes from the September 20, 2011, meeting.  There 
being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4552 before the committee: 
 
HB 4552 Kurtz Worker's compensation; benefits; certain volunteer registrants; allow 

to collect worker's compensation insurance through the state under 
certain circumstances. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Jared Burkhart from Representative Kurtz's office, testified in support of the bill.   
 
Phil Douma, representing the Michigan Funeral Directors Association, testified in support of the 
bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Douglas "Dutch" Nie, representing the Michigan Funeral Directors Association, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Gilbert offered the following amendment to the bill: 
 
 1. Amend page 9, line 1, after "IF" by striking out the balance of the sentence and 
inserting "ANOTHER EMPLOYER PROVIDES COVERAGE FOR THAT INDIVIDUAL 
SPECIFICALLY FOR DUTIES AND SERVICES ARISING FROM REGISTRATION WITH 
THIS STATE.". 
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Representative Gilbert moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, Townsend 
and Olumba, 

Nays:  Representative Sommerville, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Denby moved to report HB 4552 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Wayne Schmidt, Tyler, Gilbert, Knollenberg, Denby, Lund, Shirkey, 
Farrington, Glardon, Shaughnessy, Zorn, Switalski, Bledsoe, Haugh, Barnett, Clemente, Townsend 
and Olumba, 

Nays:  Representative Sommerville, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4641 before the committee: 
 
HB 4641 Womack Economic development; neighborhood enterprise zones; population 

requirements for eligibility; revise. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Danielle Johnson from Representative Womack's office, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Kenneth Cole of Governmental Consulting Services, Inc., representing the City of Detroit, supports 
the bill. 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), supports 
the bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 4114 before the committee: 
 
HB 4114 Jenkins Food; other; sale of certain foods produced by a cottage food 

operation; increase threshold regarding gross sales. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jenkins, sponsor of HB 4114, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Derek Bajema, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
testified in support of the bill. 
 



Commerce Committee 
Page 3 of 4 
9/27/11 

Larry Julian, representing Michigan Farm Market Agri-Tourism, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, indicated neutrality and concerns on the bill. 
 
Paul Condino, representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers (AFPD), supports the bill. 
 
Chairman Wayne Schmidt laid HB 5002 before the committee: 
 
HB 5002 Jacobsen Worker's compensation; definitions; definition of disability and 

conditions on compensation for covered injuries; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jacobsen, sponsor of HB 5002, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Delaney Newberry, representing Michigan Manufacturers Association, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Gerald Marcinkoski, representing the Michigan Self Insurers Association, testified and submitted 
written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Themis Fotieo, representing the Michigan Association for Justice, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Robert J. MacDonald of MacDonald, FitzGerald & MacDonald opposes the bill. 
Janet Kelly-DeYoung, representing Van Eerden Food Service, supports the bill. 
Roy Portenga, representing Evans Portenga, opposes the bill. 
Murray Feldman, representing the Michigan Defense Trial Counsel, opposes the bill. 
Mark Docherty, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union, opposes the bill. 
John Buczek, representing the Fraternal Order of Police, opposes the bill. 
Doug Wright, representing Consumers Energy, supports the bill. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
Lesley Zielinski and Kirk Hanna, representing Kelly Services, supports the bill. 
John P. Charters opposes the bill. 
Charles W. Palmer, representing the State Bar of Michigan, Workers Compensation Section Council, 
did not indicate a position on the bill. 
Bill Housefield, representing the State Bar of Michigan, Workers Compensation Section, did not 
indicate a position on the bill. 
Richard Weiler, representing the Michigan Association of Police Organizations, opposes the bill. 
Mike Telliga, representing the Midland Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
Timothy Hanna, representing the Michigan Council of Self Insured Group Administrators, supports 
the bill. 
Jim Leve, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union (MPFFU), opposes the bill. 
William Borch, representing the Ironworkers Local 25, opposes the bill. 
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Louise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teachers (AFT) - Michigan, opposes the 
bill. 
George Carr, representing Property Casualty Insurance Association of American (PCIAA), supports 
the bill. 
Jeff McAlvey, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition, supports the bill. 
Bill Wortz, representing the Detroit Lions, Inc., supports the bill. 
Andrew Schepers, representing the Michigan State Medical Society, opposes the bill. 
Tim Ward, representing the Police Officers Association of Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Lee Schwartz, representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders, supports the bill. 
Yvette Collins, representing AT & T, supports the bill. 
Bret Marr of Muchmore Harrington, representing Ilitch Holdings - Detroit Red Wings and the Detroit 
Tigers, supports the bill. 
Chris Reynolds, representing the (MPFFU), opposes the bill. 
David Weisnenberg, representing the (MPFFU), opposes the bill. 
Aileen Pettinger, representing the (MPFFU), opposes the bill. 
Kim Teachout, representing the UAW, opposes the bill. 
Greg Stephens, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, opposes the bill. 
Todd Tennis, representing the Utility Workers Union of America, opposes the bill. 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the AFSCME Council 25, opposes the bill. 
Jonathan Byrd, representing the Michigan Laborers Council, opposes the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan AFL-CIO, opposes the bill. 
Zane Walker, representing the Michigan Building Trades, opposes the bill. 
Charlie Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), supports the 
bill. 
John M. Sims, representing Sims & Stern PC, opposes the bill. 
Greg Clark, representing the Indiana Michigan Power, supports the bill. 
Chris Fisher, representing ABC of Michigan, supports the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
12:07 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Wayne Schmidt, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
97 Minutes 
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