
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 

 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012    9:00 a.m.      Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Horn, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, 
Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, 
Brunner, Stallworth, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski.   
 
Representative McBroom made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 21, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
SB 499 Casperson Recreation; trails; rail trails; authorize installation of telecommunication 

facilities. 
 
Kendra Everett, representing Senator Casperson, spoke to the Committee regarding SB 499. 
 
Representative Franz made a motion to adopt SB 499 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Stallworth, Cavanagh, 
Smiley, Switalski. (20/21) 
Nays:  None. (0/21) 
Pass:  Representative Brunner. (1/21) (20/0/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Irwin made a motion to amend SB 499 (H-2) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 2, line 19, by striking out "A 1-TIME USE FEE OF 5 CENTS" and 
inserting "AN ANNUAL FEE OF 1 CENT". 
 
UNRAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Brunner, Stallworth, Cavanagh, Switalski. 
(7/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Smiley.  (14/21) 
Pass:  None. (0/21) (7/14/0) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail.  
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Representative Franz made a motion to report SB 499 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Stallworth, Cavanagh, Smiley, Switalski. 
(18/21) 
Nays:  Representative Irwin. (1/21) 
Pass: Representatives Santana, Brunner.  (2/21)  (18/1/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Cards for SB 499 were submitted by: 
 David Gard, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in opposition 
 Kent Wood, representing the Michigan United Conservation Clubs, in support 
 Matt Groen, representing the Michigan Cable Telecommunications Association, in support 
 Scott Stevenson, representing the Telecommunications Association of Michigan, in support of 
SB 499 (H-2) 
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee. 
 
HB 4265 Opsommer Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; provide for 

facilities with methane capture. 
 
HB 4266 Horn Environmental protection; landfills; yard waste ban waiver; provide for 

facilities with methane capture. 
 
Representative Opsommer spoke to the Committee regarding the content of the bills.    
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4265 - HB 4266: 
 Tonia Olson, representing Granger, in support  
 Matthew Naud, representing the City of Ann Arbor, in opposition 
 Michael Nicolson, representing We Care Organics/City of Ann Arbor, in opposition 
 Kenneth Cole, representing the City of Detroit, in support of the bills with amendments 
 Rick Galardi, Supervisor of Dewitt Charter Township, in support 
 Bernice Berens, representing I.B. Compost, LLC, in opposition 
 Rick Menken, representing Spurt Industries, in opposition 
 Sue Warren, representing the Lansing Board of Water and Light, in support 
 Fred Thompson, representing Indian Summer Recycling, in opposition 
 Jack Sturn, representing Jack's Lawn Service, in opposition 
 Jason Geer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Renee Michaels of Macomb Township, in opposition 
 Bill Dufault, representing Heiress Compost, in opposition 
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Cards for HB 4265-HB 4266 were submitted by: 
 Kerrin O'Brien, representing the Michigan Recycling Coalition, in opposition 
 Jason Geer, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Greg Clark, representing Indiana Michigan Power, in support 
 Jim Weeks, representing the Michigan Municipal Electric Association, in support 
 David Gard, representing the Michigan Environmental Council, in opposition 
 Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, neutral on the bills 
 Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support 
 Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association, neutral on the bills 
 Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League, in support 
 Kristin Beltzer, representing the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce, in support 
 Jim Rosendall, representing Waste Control of Grand Rapids, in opposition 
 Gerald Richards, representing Meridian Charter Township, in support 
 Rod Taylor, representing Dewitt Township, in support 
 Doug Roberts, representing Consumers Energy, in support 
 Maggie Cox, representing the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality, neutral on the 
bills 
 Tom Horton, representing Waste Management, in support 
 Gary Melow, representing Michigan Biomass, neutral on the bills 
 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to adopt HB 4265 (H-2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Santana, Irwin, Brunner, Stallworth, Smiley.  (16/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Price, Zorn. (2/21) 
Pass:  Representatives Roy Schmidt, Cavanagh, Switalski.  (3/21)  (16/2/3) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to amend HB 4265 (H-2) as follows: 
 1. Amend page 1, line 1, after "11512B." by striking out "(1)". 
 2. Amend page 2, line 15, by striking out all of subsection (2). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Brunner, Stallworth, 
Smiley, Switalski. (20/21) 
Nays:  None. (0/21) 
Pass:  Representative Cavanagh. (1/21)  (20/0/1) 
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A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Opsommer made a motion to report HB 4265 (H-3) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Santana, Brunner, Smiley.  (14/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Price, Zorn, Irwin, Switalski. (4/21) 
Pass:  Representatives Roy Schmidt, Cavanagh. (2/21)  (14/4/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Franz made a motion to adopt HB 4266 (H-1). 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Brunner, Smiley. (16/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Price, Zorn. (2/21) 
Pass:  Representatives Cavanagh, Switalski.  (2/21)  (16/2/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Haveman made a motion to amend HB 4266 (H-1) as follows:  
 1. Amend page 3, line 22, after "(ii)" by striking out the balance of the line through "THE" 
on line 24 and inserting "THE". 
 2. Amend page 3, line 25, after "11512B" by inserting a comma and "THE YARD 
CLIPPINGS DO NOT CONSIST OF SHRUBBERY, BRUSH, OR TREE TRIMMINGS, THE 
YARD CLIPPINGS ARE SOURCE SEPARATED, AND BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2015, THE 
YARD CLIPPINGS ARE TRANSPORTED TO THE LANDFILL IN A VEHICLE THAT IS 
NOT TRANSPORTING ANY OTHER SOLID WASTE OR THAT ALLOWS THE SOURCE 
SEPARATED YARD CLIPPINGS TO BE UNLOADED SEPARATELY FROM OTHER SOLID 
WASTE IN A MANNER NOT OTHERWISE PROHIBITED BY LAW". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, Brunner, Smiley. (16/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Price, Zorn. (2/21) 
Pass:  Representatives Cavanagh, Switalski. (2/21)  (16/2/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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Representative Opsommer made a motion to report HB 4266 (H-2) with recommendation.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, 
McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Santana, Brunner, Smiley.  (14/21) 
Nays:  Representatives Price, Zorn, Irwin, Switalski. (4/21) 
Pass:  Representatives Roy Schmidt, Cavanagh.  (2/21)  (14/4/2) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Horn declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:25 a.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Representative Kenneth Horn, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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