
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND TECHNOLOGY 
 

Tuesday, April 24, 2012  9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Horn, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Horn, Shirkey, Opsommer, Crawford, Haveman, 
Kowall, Franz, Jacobsen, McBroom, Nesbitt, Outman, Price, Zorn, Roy Schmidt, Santana, Irwin, 
Brunner, Stallworth, Cavanagh, Smiley. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Switalski.  
 
Representative Roy Schmidt made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of April 17, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Roy Schmidt made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, 
absent members were excused.  
 
Representative Shirkey introduced the members of the Stockbridge High School Robotics Team.  Bob 
Richards, the High School Business and Technology teacher and Robotics Instructor, reviewed specifics 
of the program.  The students have designed and built underwater Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs); 
participated in regional competitions to qualify for international competitions; travelled to Palau to assist 
the BentProp Project in a search for wreckage of World War II remains; worked with Stockbridge 
elementary school students regarding ROV development; and shared information with students in other 
countries related to their inventions and travels.  Plans for future project based learning are being 
discussed. 
 
In addition to Mr. Richards, the following individuals participated at the Committee meeting: 
 Wesley Havens, 10th grade 
 Barb Lance, 11th grade 
 Brianna Baldridge, 11th grade 
 Jenny Spink, 11th grade 
 Michael "Buck" Poszywak, 11th grade 
 Cody Chadwick, 12th grade 
 Taylor Parks, 12th grade 
 Scott Watson, 12th grade 
 Josh Nichols, 4th grade teacher 
 
Support personnel for the team included: 
 Flip Colmer-BentProp 
 Cindy Lance-Mom and driver 
 Jim Spink-Dad and driver 
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Representative Nesbitt presented a report from the Natural Gas Subcommittee on Energy and Job 
Creation.  Topics reviewed included:  Improving Michigan's Economy (the Shale Gas Revolution; the 
Natural Gas Economy; New Technology Leading the Way for Environmentally Friendly Exploration; 
Evaluating Michigan Regulations; Michigan's Collingwood-Utica Shale; Carbon Capture and Enhanced 
Oil Recovery Opportunities what Natural Gas means for Michigan Jobs); Transmission and Storage (an 
Overview; Michigan-Natural Gas Storage Capital of the Nation;  Pipeline Safety Programs; Planning for 
the Future); and Natural Gas End Use (Clean, Domestic, Cost-Effective Source of Energy; Expanding 
Natural Gas Access; Natural Gas in Manufacturing; Saving Michiganders Money-Energy Optimization 
Reform).  Subcommittee recommendations were also presented to the Committee.  
 
Subsequent to the presentations, Chair Horn declared the meeting adjourned, the time being 10:22 a.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________________ 
Representative Kenneth Horn, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517)  373-8538 
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