
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, March 13, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the 
Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Stapleton 
 
Representative Lane moved to excuse Representative Stapleton. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the March 6, 2012 meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 455, SB 459 and SB 465 before the committee: 
 
SB 455 Rocca Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for certain fraud violations; revise. 
  
SB 459 Emmons Crimes; embezzlement; crime of obtaining signature by fraud and 

penalties for financial exploitation of vulnerable adults; increase 
under certain circumstances. 

 
SB 465 Hildenbrand Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for crime of financial exploitation of vulnerable adult; revise to 
reflect increased penalties. 

 
Arika Sinnott, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, and Brittany Koehler, representing 
Senator Emmons's office, testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Trish Worthington, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, testified in support of 
the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
James Emmert, representing the Advocates for Senior Issues, testified with a neutral position on 
the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Todd Tennis, representing the Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar of 
Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 



Kerry VanLaan, representing Senator Hildenbrand's office. 
Cynthia Farrell, representing the Michigan Department of Human Services - Office of Adult 
Services. 
Debbie Mitin, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
Felicia Wasson, representing the AARP. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo Advocates for Senior Issues. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
Jean Doss, representing PHI - Michigan. 
 
The Chair laid SB 466 before the committee: 
 
SB 466 Schuitmaker Law enforcement; reports; senior medical alert program; provide 

for. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendments: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 7, after "a" by inserting "missing". 
 2. Amend page 4, line 22, after "a" by inserting "missing". 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendments. The motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 11, after "shall" by striking out "as soon as practicable" and 
inserting "immediately". 
 
Sgt. Brody Bouche, representing the Michigan State Police, came forward to answer further 
questions on the amendment. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt the amendment. The motion did not prevail 1-7-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Slavens. 
 Nays: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Lane. 
 Pass: None. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo Advocates for Senior Issues. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 



Trish Worthington, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office. 
Todd Tennis, representing the Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar of 
Michigan. 
 
James Emmert, representing the Advocates for Senior Issues, submitted a card with a neutral 
position on the bills, but did not wish to speak.  
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out SB 466 with recommendation as amended. The 
motion prevailed 8-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:20 
a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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