
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 
ON 

FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS 
 

Thursday, March 22, 2012   10:30 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Kurtz, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker,  
Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton.   
 
Representative  O'Brien made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of March 20, 2012.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bills before the Committee.  
 
SB 414 Green Insurance; health care corporations; coverage for certain treatment related 

to autism; provide for. 
 
SB 415 Hunter Insurance; health; coverage for certain treatment related to autism; provide 

for. 
 
SB 981 Richardville Insurance; health; autism coverage incentive act; create. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 414. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 415. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 981. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 Nays: None. 
 Pass: None. 



 
Senators Randy Richardville, Mike Green and Tupac Hunter reviewed the provisions of the bills with 
the Committee.  
 
Lt. Governor Brian Calley spoke to the Committee in support of the bills before the Committee.  
 
Questions were answered for Committee members.  
 
Dave Meador, representing the Autism Alliance, DTE Energy, and himself, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Colleen Allen, representing the Autism Alliance of Michigan and Henry Ford Health System, testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Lori Warner, representing Beaumont Health System, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease, the time being 11:54 a.m. 
 
The Chair called the meeting back to order, the time being 2:04 p.m. 
 
Lori Warner, representing the Beaumont Health System, returned to finish her testimony in support of 
the bills. 
 
Lois DeMott, representing her son, Kevin DeMott, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Linda Burghardt, representing the National Alliance on Mental Illness, testified in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
Brighid Fronapfel, representing Western Michigan University, testified in support of the bills. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
  
Kathleen Gross, representing the Michigan Partners for Parity, testified on the bills. 
 
Linda Brauer, representing Children and Adults with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder, the 
Association for Children Mental Health and Partners for Parity, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Barbara Byers, representing herself as a parent of autism, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, testified in opposition to the 
bills.  
 
Judith Kovach, representing the Michigan Psychological Association, testified on the bills. 
 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 3:07 p.m. 
 
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 3:17 p.m. 



 
Malisa Pearson, Gail Lamphear, Jayne Johnson, Loukesha Flowers, Dee Lantto, Kathy O'Neill, Paula 
Eifler, all representing the Association for Children Mental Health, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
James Todd and Caitlyn Sorensen, both representing Eastern Michigan University, testified in support of 
the bills. 
 
Kate Towler, Stacie Rulison and Thomas Lucking, all parents of autistic children, testified in support of 
the bills. 
 
Mark Reinstein, representing the Mental Health Association of Michigan, testified in opposition to the 
bills. 
 
Lisa Terrill, representing the American Children Mental Health, testified in opposition to the bills. 
 
Mary Sharp, representing herself as a parent, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Martine Thome, representing the Michigan Chapter of the National Association of Social Workers. 
Erin Nieman, representing Noah's ARC. 
Anita Bringman, representing herself. 
Chad Wing, representing Eastern Michigan University. 
Ann Breznai, representing Autism Speaks. 
Jim Breznai, representing Autism Internet Modules. 
Michael Kokoszka, representing his granddaughter. 
Rita Douglas, representing her son. 
Linda Blazek, representing Ashley Blazek. 
Ralph Blazek, representing Ashley Blazek. 
Mary Lou Kokoszka, representing her granddaughter. 
Sylvia Stevens, representing her grandson. 
Tom Riopelle, representing Autism Speaks. 
Cortney Goldberg, representing herself as a parent. 
Alycia MacDonald, representing herself. 
Todd Tennis, representing the Elder Law and Disability Rights Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Larry Nieman, representing Noah's ARC. 
Mara Hasband, presenting herself as a parent. 
Robert Stevens, representing his grandson. 
Ellen Hoekstra, representing the Michigan Association of School Psychologists and the Michigan 
Association of School Social Workers. 
Andrew Schepers, representing the Michigan State Medical Society. 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Health and Hospital Association. 
Holly Towler, representing Ryan and Lizzie Towler. 
Ken Brauer, representing Children and Adults with Attention Defects/Hyperactivity Disorder of Grand 
Rapids. 
Marlowe Franklin, representing the Traverse City area parents. 



Howard Bansis, representing himself as a parent. 
Annette Kelly, representing Autism Speaks. 
Kit Murphy, representing the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Coleen Wilsdon, representing herself and her son. 
Dr. Jon Guld, representing the Michigan American Academy of Pediatrics. 
Phyllis Burton, representing the Association of Children Mental Health. 
Shareen McBride, representing the Association of Children Mental Health. 
Brian O'Gonnell, representing General Motors. 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan. 
Beth Hemry, representing the Association of Children Mental Health. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business of Michigan. 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufactures Association. 
Mike Frederick, representing Mid-Michigan Health. 
Deborah Riddich, representing the School - Community Health Alliance of Michigan. 
Kathryn Szewczak, representing the Lenawee Community Mental Health Affiliates. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 4:33 p.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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