
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, May 1, 2012                 10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane. 
Member absent/excused: Rep. Stapleton. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to excuse Representative Stapleton. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Vice-Chair O'Brien took over as Chair. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid SB 464 and SB 468 before the committee: 
   
SB 464 Schuitmaker Criminal procedure; other; development of investigative protocols 

and abuse and neglect interview protocols for vulnerable adults; 
require by certain local agencies. 

 
SB 468 Hansen Criminal procedure; arrests; complainant's signature requirement 

to file a criminal complaint in cases alleging vulnerable adult 
abuse; prohibit magistrate from refusing to accept complaint 
because signed upon information and belief by individual other 
than the victim. 

 
Rebecca DeVooght, representing Senator Schuitmaker's office, testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Cynthia Farrell, representing the Michigan Department of Human Service, testified in support of the 
bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Laura Sutter, representing Region 3C Area Agency on Aging, testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 464 and SB 468, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Ron Tatro, representing the Elder Law of Michigan. 
John Hilliard, representing the Kalamazoo County Advocates for Senior Issues. 
Ruth Ann Meyer, representing herself. 
Don Ryan, representing himself. 
Frank Cody, representing himself. 
Verne Robbert, representing himself. 
Judy Sivak, representing herself. 



Scott Schrum, representing himself. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 464, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
Tom Hickson, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the April 24, 2012 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Vice-Chair adjourned the meeting at 10:54 
a.m. 
 
Representative Margaret O'Brien, Vice-Chair______________________________________ 
  
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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