
 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
FAMILIES, CHILDREN, AND SENIORS  

 
 
Tuesday, May 17, 2011                   10:30 a.m.                    Room 327 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors was called to order by the Chair.   
 
The Chair placed the committee at ease at the call of the chair, the time being 10:30 a.m. 
 
The Chair called the committee back to order, the time being 10:35 a.m. 
 
Members present: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton. 
 
Representative Rendon moved to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2011 meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 220 before the committee: 
 
SB 220 Emmons Children; guardians; Michigan children's institute superintendent's 

designee to consent to guardianship; allow. 
 
Dave Biswas from Senator Emmons's office gave testimony on the bill. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to report out SB 220 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-0-
0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Tiffany Jackson, representing the Office of Children's Ombudsman. 
Karyn Ferrick, representing the Department of Human Services. 
Noah Smith, representing the National Association of Social Workers 
 
The Chair laid HB 4384, HB 4385, HB 4386 and HB 4387 before the committee. 
 
HB 4384 Kurtz Children; protection; central repository pertaining to death of a child; 

create. 
 
HB 4385 Hooker Children; protection; notification to children's ombudsman regarding 

death of a child who is a ward of the state; require. 
 
HB 4386 Haines Children; protection; access to documents referencing death of a child 



who was a ward of the state; allow. 
 
HB 4387 O'Brien Children; protection; sharing of case-specific information related to 

child deaths while in state care; require. 
 
Representative Slavens moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4384. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to report out HB 4384 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lane moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4385. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Lane moved to report out HB 4385 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Haines moved to report out HB 4386 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 9-
0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative O'Brien moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4387. The motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 



 
Representative Slavens moved to report out HB 4387 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 9-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Kurtz, O'Brien, Haines, Heise, Hooker, Rendon, Slavens, Lane, Stapleton 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Karyn Ferrick, representing the Department of Human Services. 
Noah Smith, representing the National Association of Social Workers 
 
The Chair laid HB 4003 before the committee: 
 
HB 4003 Opsommer Labor; public service employment; definition of public employee; 

clarify regarding recognition of union based on receipt of government 
subsidy or interlocal agreement. 

 
Representative Opsommer testified in support of his bill. Questions and Discussion followed. 
 
Sherry Loar and Patrick Wright, representing the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business, testified in support of 
the bill. Question and Discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kim Teachout, representing the United Auto Workers. 
Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees. 
Mike Keller, representing the Michigan American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial 
Organizations. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:13 a.m. 
 
Representative Kenneth Kurtz, Chair______________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Families, Children, and Seniors Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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