
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

HEALTH POLICY 
 
 
Thursday, June 23, 2011    9:00 a.m.  Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Health Policy was called to order by Representative Gail 
Haines, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Haines, Callton, Opsommer, Kurtz, Wayne Schmidt, 
Scott, Shirkey, Hooker, Muxlow, Yonker, Liss, Darany, Segal, Womack and Hovey-Wright. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Huuki and Stallworth. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to adopt the minutes of the June 16, 2011, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Haines laid SB 213 before the committee: 
 
SB 213 Casperson Health; pharmaceuticals; prohibition on dispensing a prescription for 

a controlled substance received via electronic means from an 
individual licensed to practice dentistry in a state other than 
Michigan; remove. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Marty Fittante from Senator Casperson's office testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and did not speak: 
Greg Baron, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association, supports the bill. 
Christine Shearer, representing the Michigan Association of Health Plans, supports the bill. 
Bill Sullivan, representing the Michigan Dental Association, supports the bill. 
 
Chair Haines laid HB 4603 before the committee: 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Bret Jackson, representing the Economic Alliance for Michigan, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Kris Kraft and Deidra Wilson, representing Blue Cross Blue Shield, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bill. 
 



Health Policy Committee 
Page 2 of 2 
6/23/2011 

Dr. Patricia Kolowich, representing the Michigan Orthopedic Society and the Michigan State 
Medical Society, testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony and did not speak: 
 
Kris Nicholoff, representing the Michigan Osteopathic Association, opposes the bill. 
Lathen Young, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Eleanor Casteel, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Gail Braun, representing the Grand River Physical Therapy Specialists, supports the bill. 
Martin Sytsema, representing the Shoreline Sport and Spine Physical Therapy, supports the bill. 
Gina Otterbein, representing the Northern Physical Therapy, supports the bill. 
Marcella Dwyer, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Ann Rennells, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Andrew Priestap, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Jill Sullivan, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Brian Gregg, representing the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA), supports the bill. 
Mike Shoemaker, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, supports the bill. 
Don Freehafer, representing the Center for Physical Rehabilitation, did not indicate a position. 
Kathleen "Jake" Jakubiak Kovacek, representing the Michigan Physical Therapy Association, 
supports the bill. 
Andrew Schepers, representing the Michigan State Medical Society, opposes the bill. 
Charlie Pryde, representing Ford Motors, opposes the bill. 
Eric Henning, representing General Motors, opposes the bill. 
Carl Alden, representing the Michigan Association of Chiropractors, opposes the bill. 
Delaney Newberry, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, opposes the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO, opposes the bill. 
Joe Neller, representing the Michigan Academy of Family Physicians, opposes the bill. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, opposes the bill. 
Brad Comment, representing the Michigan Podiatric Medical Association, opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Liss moved to excuse Representatives Huuki and Stallworth from the committee.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
10:21 a.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Gail Haines, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Health Policy 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
1 Hour and  21 Minutes 
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