
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
MILITARY AND VETERANS AFFAIRS AND HOMELAND 

SECURITY 
 
Tuesday, June 14, 2011    12:00 p.m.         308 House Office Building 
 
Representative Kurt Damrow, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Damrow, Franz, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Zorn, 
Nathan, Darany, Smiley, Liss, and Clemente. 
 
Representative Nathan moved to approve the minutes of the June 7, 2011 meeting. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4464 before the committee. 
 
HB 4464 Haines Holidays; other; patriot week in Michigan; designate. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HB 4464, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart,  
Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Commanders Group of Michigan,  
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs,  
Robert Weiss, representing the Michigan Department of Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
 
Representative Franz moved to report out HB 4464 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representative Damrow, Franz, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Zorn, Nathan, Darany, 
Smiley, Liss, and Clemente.   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4464 reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4639 before the committee. 
 



HB 4639 Damrow Probate; other; disposition of decedent's remains; require that 
directions by a person properly designated by service member be 
followed. 

 
Jim Rickel, representing the Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense, Military 
Community and Family Policy, testified in support of HB 4639.* 
 
Phil Douma, representing the Michigan Funeral Directors Association, testified in support of HB 
4639. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HB 4639, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Lino Pretto, representing the Order of the Purple Heart,  
Doug Williams, representing the American Legion, the Marine Corps League, and the 
Commanders Group of Michigan,  
Steve Kozera, representing the Michigan Department of Military and Veterans Affairs,  
Robert Weiss, representing the Michigan Department of Michigan Veterans of Foreign Wars.  
 
Chair Damrow offered the following amendment to HB 4639: 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 14, by striking out all of subsection (11) and inserting:  
 "(11) IF ALL OF THE FOLLOWING APPLY, SUBSECTIONS (2) TO (8) DO 
NOT APPLY AND THE DESIGNATED PERSON HAS THE RIGHTS AND THE 
POWERS UNDER SUBSECTION (1): 
 (A) THE DECEDENT WAS A SERVICE MEMBER WHO DESIGNATED A 
PERSON TO DIRECT DISPOSITION OF THE SERVICE MEMBER'S REMAINS 
ACCORDING TO A STATUTE OF THE UNITED STATES OR A REGULATION, 
POLICY, DIRECTIVE, OR INSTRUCTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 
 (B) THE DESIGNATED PERSON IS THE SURVIVING SPOUSE, AN ADULT 
BLOOD RELATIVE, OR AN ADOPTIVE RELATIVE OF THE DECEDENT OR, IF 
THE SURVIVING SPOUSE, AN ADULT BLOOD RELATIVE, OR AN ADOPTIVE 
RELATIVE OF THE DECEDENT CANNOT BE FOUND, A PERSON STANDING IN 
LOCO PARENTIS. 
 (C) THE DESIGNATED PERSON IS ABLE AND WILLING TO EXERCISE THE 
RIGHTS AND POWERS ENUMERATED IN SUBSECTION (1).". 
 
Representative Franz moved to adopt the amendment to HB 4639. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representative Damrow, Franz, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Zorn, Nathan, Darany, 
Smiley, Liss, and Clemente.   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 



 
Representative Franz moved to report out HB 4639 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representative Damrow, Franz, Haines, Tyler, Callton, Zorn, Nathan, Darany, 
Smiley, Liss, and Clemente.   
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  None. 
 

HB 4639 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 
Jim Rickel addressed the committee on various veteran issues in the state of Michigan. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 12:45 p.m. 
 
________________________________ 
Representative Kurt Damrow, Chair     Ben Cook 

Committee Clerk 
bcook@house.mi.gov 
June 14, 2011 

________________________________    45 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
 
* indicates written material submitted. 
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