
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

February 29, 2012                             12:00 P.M.                         Room 519 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, 
Olson, Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Absent and excused:  None. 
 
Rep. Liss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held February 22, 2012.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5228 - MacMaster - Transportation; carrier; 
applicability of motor carrier safety act of 1963 to certain commercial vehicles; revise to exclude 
commercial vehicles weighting under 26,001 pounds. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. MacMaster to explain HB 5228. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of HB 5228. 
 
Charles Owens representing the National Federation of Independent Business 
Rep. Ken Younker representing himself as a business owner 
Matt Smego representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Jerry Neyer representing Neyer Farms 
Gary Haynes representing Haynes Farms 
Amy Frankmann representing the Michigan Nursery & Landscape Association 
George Hubka representing Hub Farms 
 
The following person testified in opposition to HB 5228 as written. 
 
Bill Giorgis representing the Michigan Towing Association 
 
The following person testified to a neutral position on HB 5228. 
 
Sgt. Brody Boucher representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
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The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 5228 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Lee Schwartz representing the Michigan Association of Home Builders 
Lance Binoniemi representing the Michigan Infrastructure & Transportation Association 
Dave Jessup representing the Small Business Association of Michigan 
John Finbeiner representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Timothy Banfield representing Outdoor Living, Inc. 
Calby Garrison representing Garrison Farms 
Rogers Umler representing the fruit industry 
Larry Caldwell representing Hickory Hills Nursery 
John Miller representing Garden Landscape & Design, Inc. 
Mike Mlnarik representing Rivertown Landscape 
Erik Smith representing Northland Landscape 
Greg Frankmann representing G.F. Landscape, Inc. 
Daniel Haener representing Do It All-Do It Right 
Andrew Makowski representing American Pavement Design 
Joseph Makowski representing Do It All-Do It Right 
Kim Kerr representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
John Dietz represent Dietz Farms 
Caleb Stewart representing Stewart Farms 
Kris Wardin representing Evergreen Dairy 
Laura Hamlin representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
Brett Roberts representing Twin Pine Farms 
Jeff Longwater representing himself 
Anthony Czymbor representing Winter Harvest Christmas Tree Farm 
Rob Howland representing Robert Howland Farms 
Herm Witte representing Witte Lawn Maintenance, Inc. 
Dirk Bakhuyzen representing Procare Landscape, Inc. 
Thomas Scharer representing Lenawee County Farm Bureau 
Todd Brooks representing Arcadia Gardens LLC 
Anna Brooks representing Arcadia Gardens LLC 
Myles Burgess representing Lake State Landscape and Snow Removal LLC 
Nick Lomax representing Trugreen 
Michael Weiler representing Summit Landcare & Snow Removal 
Kenneth Kirkman representing Kirkman Farms 
Judy Kirkman representing Kirkman Farms 
James Burgess representing Lake State Landscape and Snow Removal LLC 
Jeremy Chesnutt representing Chesnutt Outdoor Services LLC 
Brian O'Neil representing Irish Brothers Services LLC 
Kevin O'Neill representing Irish Brothers Services LLC 
Jason Smoker representing himself 
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Brad Lubbers representing himself 
Roger Gustafson representing himself 
Steve Kolonich representing Lake State Landscape and Snow Removal LLC 
Bill Beck representing himself 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on HB 5228. 
 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only be taking testimony on 
HB 5228 at the meeting today. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5152 - Outman - Vehicles; equipment; 
definition of special mobile equipment clarify, and exempt portable conveyors from brakes 
requirement. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Outman and Mike Newman representing the Michigan 
Aggregates Association to explain HB 5152 and the substitute H-1. 
 
Rep. Daley moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to HB 5152.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 
17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Muxlow moved to report out HB 5152, substitute H-1 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
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With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                       ________________________________ 
                                                                                        Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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