
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

April 27, 2011                                       12:00 p.m.                    Room 307 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, 
Olson, Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Absent and excused:  Rep. Liss. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to excuse the member that was absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held April 13, 2011.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Rep. Smiley moved to approve the minutes of the Joint Committee Meeting with the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources, Environment and Great Lakes on April 13, 2011.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following 3 bills. 
 
HB 4088 - Genetski - Vehicles; registration plates; "Gold Star Family" create 
 
HB 4315 - Price - Highway; rename; portion of US-31; designate as the "Medal of Honor 
Recipients Highway. 
 
HB 4359 - Huuki - Vehicles; registration plates; specialty armed forces plates; create for 
motorcycles and modify criteria displayed. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Genetski to explain HB 4088. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized the following people who testified in support of HB 4088. 
 
Erin Julian representing herself 
Teri Johnson representing Spc. Joseph Johnson and Gold Star Mothers 
Dr. Rich Hansen representing Gold Star Dads of America 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4088 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
 
 



 
Minutes of the Committee on Transportation 
April 27, 2011 
Page 2 
 
Donna Roush representing CPL Nicholas Roush 
Dominic DeLuca representing himself 
Barbara Kincaid representing William Henry USN and Gold Star Mothers 
Emily Hansen representing Gold Star Mothers and Families 
Carol Johnson representing Sgt. Gregory McCoy and Gold Star Families 
Diane Huhn representing David Huhn USMC 
Tammy Prentler representing Spc. Joseph Prentler 
Steve Kozera representing the Michigan Department of Military Affairs 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Price to explain HB 4315. 
 
The following person testified in support of HB 4315. 
 
Roger Jansen representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4315 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Linda DeWaard representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
Ronald DeWaard representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
Robert Elliot representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
Donna Mokma representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
Fred Troost representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
Lynn Troost representing the Holland Area Veterans Council 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4088 and HB 4315 but did not 
want to testify. 
 
Andree Danielson representing Gold Star Families 
Kristine Willis representing SSG. Matthew West 
Timothy McCoy representing SSG. Gregory McCoy 
Ron Laws representing Patriot Guard Riders of Michigan 
Annette Nealey representing Gold Star Families of Michigan 
Christine Ferris representing Gold Star Families of Michigan 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Huuki to explain HB 4359. 
 
The following person testified in support of HB 4359 and HB 4088 
 
Chris Hackbarth representing the Michigan Department of State 
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The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4359 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Tom Richmond representing ABATE 
Butch Brown representing Moose Riders 
Herb Riols representing Post 238 American Legion 
Jim Rhoades representing ABATE of Michigan 
Vince Consiglio representing ABATE of Michigan 
Steve Kozera representing the Michigan Department of Military Affairs 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of HB 4088, HB 4315 and HB 4359 
but did not want to testify. 
 
William Ricketts representing himself 
Rich Overway representing DAV-VVA 
Robert Kraai representing DAV 
Dwayne Gill representing the Michigan Department of State Police 
Lino Pretto representing Purple Heart, American Legion, Marine Corp League and Commanders 
Group 
 
Chair Opsommer recessed the meeting for 5 minutes, the time being 12:25 p.m. 
 
Chair Opsommer reconvened the meeting and announced that a quorum was present, the time 
being 12:30 p.m. 
 
Rep. Huuki moved to adopt the substitute H-4 to HB 4088.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 
16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to report out HB 4088, substitute H-4 with the recommendation that it pass.  
The motion prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Somerville moved to report out HB 4315 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None,  
 
Pass: None. 
 
Rep. Muxlow moved to adopt the substitute H-2 to HB 4359.  The motion prevailed, the vote 
being 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Byrum moved to report out HB 4359 with the recommendation that it pass.   The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 16-0-1. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 12:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                            ________________________________ 
                                                                             Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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