
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

September 28, 2011                              12:00 p.m.                      Room 307 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, 
Olson, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Absent and excused was Rep. Ouimet. 
 
Chair Opsommer excused the member that was absent, without objection. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held September 21, 2011.  The motion 
prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Jerry Young, Chair of the State Transportation Commission and 
Frank Raha from the Michigan Department of Transportation.  Mr. Young gave a presentation to 
the Committee on Transportation on the history, duties and policies of the State Transportation 
Commission. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 4728 - Santana - Traffic control; alternative 
method for signaling a turn; allow while operating a bicycle. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to HB 4728.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 
12-0-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Jacobsen, Olson, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, 
Liss, Byrum, Smiley,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of HB 4728, substitute H-1. 
 
John Lindenmayer representing the League of Michigan Bicyclists 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to report out HB 4728, substitute H-1 with the recommendation that it 
pass.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 13-0-4. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Jacobsen, Olson, Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, 
Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 4991 - Bumstead - Highways; certain portion of 
US-10 in Lake county; designate as "Sheriff Robert Radden Memorial Highway". 
 
Rep. Olson moved to report out HB 4991 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 14-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson,  Somerville, Geiss, Talabi, 
Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None,  
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. McBroom who stated he had concerns with the Department of 
Transportation regarding issues in his district. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 166 - Caswell - Traffic control; driver 
responsibility fees; eliminate. 
 
Rep. Liss moved to adopt the substitute H-1 to SB 166.  The motion prevailed, the vote being 14-
0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Daley, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Olson,  Somerville, 
Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Smiley, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Rep. Byrum. 
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Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Caswell who explained SB 166, substitute H-1 to members 
of the Committee on Transportation and answered questions. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized James Fackler representing the Michigan Department of State who 
testified to a neutral position and concerns with the substitute on SB 166, substitute H-1.  
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Samantha Harkins representing the Michigan Municipal League 
who testified in opposition to SB 166, substitute H-1. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized James Walker representing the National Motorists Association who 
testified in support of SB 166, substitute H-1. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Judge William Kelly representing the Michigan District Judges 
Association who testified in opposition to SB 166, substitute H-1 as written. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only take testimony on SB 
166, substitute H-1 at today's meeting. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5007 - Somerville - Transportation; financial 
performance audits; require of the Dept. of Treasury. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Somerville to explain HB 5007. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Ed Noyola representing the County Road Association who testified 
in opposition to HB 5007. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that the Committee on Transportation would only take testimony on HB 
5007 at today's meeting. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of 
Transportation who addressed Rep. McBroom's concerns. 
 
With no further business to come before the Committee Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 1:10 p.m. 
 
 
                                                                                           ________________________________ 
                                                                                            Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
  
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk 
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