
 

 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
 

December 5, 2012                                   10:30 a.m.                  Room 307 House Office Building 
 
Chair Opsommer called the meeting to order. 
 
Present were:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, 
Ouimet, Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley,  
 
Absent and excused was Rep. Oakes. 
 
Rep. Talabi moved to excuse the member that was absent.  The motion prevailed. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to approve the minutes from the meeting held November 28, 2012.  The 
motion prevailed. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 756 - Walker - Traffic control; driver license; 
individuals with level 2 graduated driver license; prohibit cell phones use while operating a 
vehicle. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Senator Walker to explain SB 756. 
 
The following people testified in support of SB 756. 
 
Bonnie Raffaelle representing herself 
Joshua Paciorek representing himself 
Coby McKinney representing himself 
Alec Lynn representing himself 
Tony  Bosbous Mayor of Sault Ste. Marie, MI 
Robert Stevenson representing the Michigan Association of Chiefs of Police 
Julie Ladwig representing Michigan Brain Injury Provider Council 
Jay Gage representing the Student Association of Michigan 
Mike Dabbs representing the Brain Injury Association of Michigan 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 756 but did not want to testify. 
 
Sgt. Dwayne Gill representing the Michigan State Police 
Heather Drake representing AAA of Michigan 
David Field representing Allstate Insurance 
Kevin McKinney representing Michigan Osteopathic Association 
Nikki Brown representing the Michigan Municipal League 
Tim Hoste representing Unique Options 
Lynn Brouwers representing Rainbow Rehab Centers 



 

 
Minutes of the Committee on Transportation 
December 5, 2012 
Page 2 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee HB 5536 - Ananich - Traffic control; parking; fines 
for parking in posted handicap parking spaces; increase and allow posting of fine amount  on 
sign identifying parking space as being for use by disabled persons only. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Rep. Ananich to explain HB 5536. 
 
The following people testified in support of HB 5536. 
 
Don Wright representing himself 
Sandy Wright representing herself 
James McGerry representing herself 
Chris Hackbarth representing the Secretary of State 
James Fackler representing the Secretary of State 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee SB 1188 - Hune - Vehicles; other; provision 
regarding public sale of certain vehicles; revise requirements for towing firm to obtain title for 
transfer. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Sam Champagne representing Senator Hune's office who explained 
SB 1188. 
 
The following person testified in support of SB 1188. 
 
Bill Giorg representing the Michigan Towing Association 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in support of SB 1188 but did not want to 
testify. 
 
Bill Zaagman representing the Michigan Towing Association 
 
Chair Opsommer recessed the meeting, the time being 11:55 a.m. 
 
Chair Opsommer reconvened the meeting and announced that a quorum was present, the time 
being 12:08 p.m. 
 
Chair Opsommer laid before the Committee the following package of bills. 
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SB 445 (Warren) Transportation; funds; continued funding for certain districts; 

provide for. 
 
SB 909 (Casperson) Transportation; other; regional transit authority for southeast 

Michigan; establish. 
 
SB 911 (Johnson)  Vehicles; registration; optional registration fees for regional transit 

authority; create. 
 
SB 912 (Johnson)  Land use; zoning and growth management; Michigan zoning 

enabling act; amend to exempt southeast Michigan regional transit 
authority public transit facilities from local zoning ordinances or 
regulations. 

 
SB 967 (Smith) Transportation; other; state rights-of-way on state roads; allow 

dedication of lane for public transit. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Sam Baruha representing the Detroit Regional Chamber who  
testified in support of SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, SB 912, SB 967. 
 
Chair Opsommer recognized Bill Rustem and Dennis Schornack representing Governor Snyder's  
office who testified in support of SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, SB 912, SB 967. 
 
Chair Opsommer stated that there would no more testimony on SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, 
SB 912, SB 967. 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in support of SB 445, SB 909, SB 911, SB 912,  
SB 967. 
 
Bob Morris representing SEMCOG 
Susan Smith representing the League of Women Voters of Michigan 
Nikki Brown representing the Michigan Municipal League 
John Evans representing Four Freedoms 
Brian Kandler representing HNTB 
Andrew Didorosi representing the Detroit Bus Company 
Roman Collins representing himself 
Mike Berkowitz representing Sierra Club of Michigan 
Megan Owens representing TRU 
Rochelle Black representing Oakland University 
Greg Bird representing Wayne State University 
Cameron Piggott representing M-1 Rail 
David Palsrok representing M-1 Rail 
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Tim Sowton representing Business leaders for Michigan 
Melissa Roy representing Macomb County 
Tim Fischer representing the Michigan Environmental Council 
Tom Frazier representing the Michigan Township Association 
Steve Cuerie representing the Michigan Association of Counties 
Lisa Dedden Cooper representing AARP 
David Zuza representing himself 
Lindsay Case representing Detroit Regional Chamber 
Felicia Wasson representing AARP of Michigan 
Rev. John Hice representing MOSES 
Joel Batterman representing the Michigan Suburbs Alliance 
Valerie Przywara representing MOSES 
Michele Hodge representing Troy Chamber of Commerce 
Pat Hammer representing MOSES 
Mary Jo Ebert representing MOSES 
Tandy Bidinger representing Michigan Development Disabilities Council 
Kelly Bartlett representing the Michigan Department of Transportation 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card in opposition to SB 445, SB 909 SB 911, 
SB 912, SB 967. 
 
Bill McMaster representing Taxpayers United 
 
The following person filled out a testimony in opposition to SB 909, SB 911, SB 912, SB 967 if  
Washtenaw County. 
 
Eli Cooper representing the City of Ann Arbor 
 
The following people filled out testimony cards in opposition to SB 909, SB 911, SB 912 but 
did not want to testify. 
 
Tina DuPont represent herself 
Isabelle Terry representing herself 
 
The following person filled out a testimony card stating a neutral position on SB 909, SB 911,  
SB 912, SB 967. 
 
Justin Sutton representing Interstate Traveler Company 
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Rep. Wayne Schmidt moved to report out SB 445 with the recommendation that it pass.  The 
motion prevailed, the vote being 10-0-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Reps.  Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley. 
 
Rep. Nathan  moved to amend SB 909 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 7, line 1, after "census" by inserting "and shall be selected from a list of 3 
individuals nominated by the mayor of the city within the qualified county with the largest 
population according to the most recent decennial census". 
 
The motion did not prevail the vote being 5-11-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley,  
 
Nays:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt, Liss 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Smiley moved to amend SB 909 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 41, line 3, after "15" by striking out the balance of the section and inserting: 
"All local units of government shall allow the operation of and the infrastructure associated with 
a public transit system or a rolling rapid transit system that is planned, acquired, owned, or 
operated by an authority under this act.  A public transit system or rolling rapid transit system 
that is planned, acquired, owned, or operated by an authority under this act is subject to local 
zoning and land use ordinance and regulations if the local zoning and land use ordinances or 
regulations do not prevent the operation of or access to a public transit system or a rolling rapid 
transit system that is planned, acquired, owned, or operated by an authority under this act.". 
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The motion did not prevail, the vote being 5-11-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps.  Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley,  
 
Nays:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  Liss, 
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Geiss moved to amend SB 909 as follows: 
 
1.  Amend page 7, line 1, after "census" by inserting a comma and "and 1 of the 2 individuals 
appointed under this subsection shall be a resident of the qualified county but shall not be a 
resident of the city with the largest population". 
 
The motion did not prevail, the vote being 5-11-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Byrum, Smiley, 
 
Nays: Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  Liss,  
 
Pass:  None. 
 
Rep. Olson moved to report out SB 909 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 10-0-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass: Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss Byrum, Smiley. 
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Rep. Olson moved to report out SB 911 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 10-0-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Reps. Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley. 
 
Rep. Olson moved to report out SB 912 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 10-0-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:   Reps.  Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley. 
 
Rep. Muxlow moved to report out SB 967 with the recommendation that it pass.  The motion 
prevailed, the vote being 10-0-7. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 
Yeas:  Reps. Opsommer, Glardon, Wayne Schmidt, Huuki, Jacobsen, Muxlow, Olson, Ouimet, 
Somerville, Roy Schmidt,  
 
Nays:  None, 
 
Pass:  Reps.  Geiss, Talabi, Nathan, Liss, Byrum, Smiley. 
 
Chair Opsommer recessed the meeting to the call of the chair, the time being 12:20 p.m. 
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Chair Opsommer adjourned the meeting, the time being 4:45 p.m. 
 
 
 
    
                                                                                 _________________________________ 
                                                                                  Representative Paul Opsommer, Chair 
 
Mary Lou Terrien, Clerk                        
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