MINUTESOF THE COMMITTEE
ON
EDUCATION

Tuesday, November 29, 2011 10:00 am. Room 326 House Office Building
The House Standing Committee on Education was called to order by the Chair.

Members present: Reps. McMillin, Hooker, Crawford, Franz, Heise, Hughes, Neshitt, O'Brien,
Price, Shaughnessy, Y onker, Brown, Darany, Howze, Hobbs, Rutledge, Stallworth, Geiss.
Members absent/excused: None.

The Chair laid SB 618 before the committee:

SB 618 Paviov Education; public school academies;, revisions to provisions
concerning formation, operation, and termination of public school
academies, urban high school academies, and schools of
excellence; provide for, and allow school districts to contract with
outside entity for provision of teachers.

Fern Katz, Vice President of the Southfield Board of Education, testified is opposition to the bill.
Questions and discussion followed.

AmeliaMoorehouse and L ucas Stanesa, representing Flex Tech High School, testified in support
of the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Melanie Laber and Ryan Gillis, both representing Flex Tech High Schooal, testified in support of
the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Jeff Mills, Superintendent of VanBuren Intermediate School District, testified in opposition to
the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Dr. Eugene Cain, representing Shabazz Public School Academy, testified in support of the bill.
Questions and discussion followed.

Lucy LaFleur and Shelia Schindler, both representing the East Grand Rapids Public Schools, and
Christie Ramsey, representing Rockford Public Schools, testified in opposition to the bill.
Questions and discussion followed.

Jennifer Gulbis and Leigh Fitzpatrick, both representing Holly Academy, testified in support of
the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Ed Haynor, representing Newaygo Public Schools, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions
and discussion followed.



Dirk Weeldryer, representing the Fennville Public School, testified in opposition to the bill.

Melissa Wiaduck, representing the Holly Academy, testified in support of the bill. Questions and
discussion followed.

Michael Rice, representing the Kalamazoo Public Schools, testified in opposition to the hill.
Brian Davis, representing the Holland Public Schools, testified in opposition to the bill.

Tracie Behmlander and Kim Gailbralth, both representing the Huron Valley Public Schools,
testified in opposition to the hill.

Birgit McQueston, representing the Michigan Citizens Advocating for Public Education, testified
in opposition to the hill.

Summer Minnick, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified in opposition to the
bill.

Bill Anderson, representing the Michigan Township Association, testified in opposition to the
bill.

Dan Quisenberry, representing the Michigan Association of Public Schools Academies, testified
in opposition to the bill.

Charles Glaes, representing Vicksburg Community College, testified in opposition to the bill.

Randy Travis and Ronald Justice, both representing the Berkley Public Schools, testified in
opposition to the hill.

Harrison Blackmond, representing the Progressives for Quality Public Schooals, testified in
opposition to the bill.

Thomas Suitkovich, representing the Tri-County Alliance for Public Education, testified in
opposition to the hill.

Wayne Woodford, representing the Taylor Public Schools Teachers, testified in opposition to
the bill.

Representative Nesbitt moved to approve the minutes of the November 2, 2011, meeting. There
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

Kevin Miller, representing the Croswell-Lexington Schools, testified in opposition to the hill.
Todd Beard, representing StudentsFirst.org, testified in support of the bill.

Nick Ciaramitaro, representing the Michigan Association of Federal, State, County, and



Municipal Employees, testified in opposition to the bill.

Lisa Hansknecht, representing the Michigan Department of Education, testified in support of the
bill.

Dr. Vicki Marhautch, representing Oakland Schools, submitted a card with aneutral position on
the bill, but did not wish to speak.

Brad Williams, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, submitted a card in support of the
bill, but did not wish to speak.

The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak:

Ellen Hoekstra, representing the International Union of Operating Engineers.

Marion Ginopolis, Superintendent of the Lake Orion Community Schools.

L ouise Somalski, representing the American Federation of Teacher - Michigan.

Jerry Gohnson, representing the Genesee Intermediate School District.

David Zuhlke, representing the Middle Cities Education Association.

Wayne Wright, representing the Lake Fenton Community Schools.

Erick Lieski, representing the Davison Community Schools.

Michael Keller, representing the American Federation of Labor - Congress of Industrial
Organizations.

Jeff Rohrer, representing the Genesee School District.

Peter Spadafore and Don Wotinba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards.
Robert LeFevre, representing Macomb Intermediate School District.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 1:00
p.m.

Representative Tom McMillin,
Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk
House Education Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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