
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, February 16, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Oakes. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the February 2, 2012, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 92 before the committee: 
 
SB 92 Bieda Probate; powers of attorney; written acknowledgment of 

responsibilities by agent appointed under a power of attorney; 
require. 

 
Jerry Gill, representing Senator Bieda's office, testified in support to the bill.  
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 92. The motion prevailed. 13-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, joined Mr. Gill to testify in 
support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Maruerite Munson Lentz, representing the Probate Council, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association, submitted a card with a 
neutral position on the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Brad Geller, representing the Michigan Long Term Care Ombudsman Program, submitted a card 
in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Jacobsen moved to report out SB 92 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
The motion prevailed 14-0-0. 
 



 
 
 

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL  
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Meadows, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid SB 29, SB 30, and SB 93 before the committee: 
 
SB 29 Hansen Crimes; weapons; sale, possession, and use of device that uses 

electro-muscular technology; amend Michigan penal code to allow 
under certain circumstances. 

  
SB 30 Jones Weapons; licensing; sale, possession, and use of device that uses 

electro-muscular disruption technology; amend firearms act to 
allow under certain circumstances. 

 
SB 93 Hansen Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for carrying concealed pistol in prohibited place; revise to include 
reference to electro-muscular disruption devices. 

 
Senator Hansen and Senator Jones testified in support of the their bills. Questions and discussion 
followed. 
 
Phillip Hopmeister, representing the Michigan Open Carry, Inc., testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Ron Dehne, representing Michigan Taser, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police. 
Brady Schickinger, representing the Michigan Coalition for Responsible Gun Owners. 
Jeff Kirkpatrick, representing the Michigan Court Officers and Deputy Sheriffs Association. 
  
The Chair laid HB 5076 before the committee: 
 
HB 5076 Pettalia Local government; budgets; challenging an approved budget; 

clarify. 
 
Representative Pettalia and Tom Mullaney, representing the Alpena County Commission, 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, joined Representative 
Pettalia and Mr. Mullaney, to answer further questions. 
 



 
 
 

 
Chad Schmucker, representing the Supreme Court Administrator's Office, testified in opposition 
to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Judge Scott Hill-Kennedy, representing the 49th Circuit Court, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Judges Tom Boyd and Bill Kelly, representing the Michigan District Judges Association. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 
 
Representative Heise moved to excuse Representative Oakes. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:46 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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