MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE
ON
JUDICIARY

Thursday, March 15, 2012 10:30 am. Room 521 House Office Building
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Vice-Chair.

Members present: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter,
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.
Members absent/excused: Reps. Walsh, Olumba.

Representative Cotter moved to approve the minutes of the March 8, 2012, meeting. There being
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

The Vice-Chair laid HB 4867 before the committee:

HB 4867 Johnson Torts; liability; liability of persons under equine activity liability
act; limit to willful or wanton acts under certain circumstances.

Rep. Horn moved to report out HB 4867 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the
Committee on Agriculture. The motion prevailed 12-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves,
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin.

Nays. None.

Pass. None.

The Vice-Chair laid HB 5338 and SB 789 before the committee;

HB 5338 McBroom Controlled substances; schedules;, temporary scheduling of
controlled substance; provide for under certain circumstances.

SB 789  Jones Controlled substances; schedules;, temporary scheduling of
controlled substance; provide for under certain circumstances.

Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 5338. The motion prevailed. 13-0-0

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves,
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.

Nays. None.

Pass. None.

Representative M cBroom and Jason Wadage, representing Senator Jones office, testified in



support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed.
Senator Jones joined Representative McBroom and Mr. Wadage to answer further questions.

Sgt. Dwayne Gill, representing the Michigan State Police, and Karla Garcia, Brenda Lawson,
Kim Heckman, and Susan Smolinske, all representing the Department of Community Health,
testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak:

Andrew Schepers, representing the Michigan State Medical Society.
Greg Baran, representing the Michigan Pharmacists Association.

Representative Damrow moved to report out HB 5338 with recommendation as substitute (H-1).
The motion prevailed 13-0-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter,
Graves, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh.

Nays. None.

Pass: Reps. Meadows, Irwin.

Representative Damrow moved to report out SB 789 with recommendation. The motion
prevailed 13-0-2.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter,
Graves, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh.

Nays: None.

Pass. Reps. Meadows, Irwin.

The Vice-Chair laid SB 727 and SB 728 before the committee:

SB 727  Booher Courts; circuit court; requirement for circuit court to consent to
appointment of assistant prosecutor by prosecuting attorney in
certain cases; eliminate.

SB 728  Booher Courts; circuit court; requirement for circuit court to consent to
appointment of assistant prosecutor by the prosecutor in certain
cases; eliminate.

Senator Booher and Jeff Sauter, representing the Eaton County Prosecuting Attorney's Office,
testified in support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed.

Representative Johnson submitted a card in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak.



Representative M eadows moved to report out SB 727 with recommendation. The motion
prevailed 14-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter,
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.

Nays: None.

Pass: None.

Representative Cotter moved to report out SB 728 with recommendation. The motion prevailed
14-0-0.

FAVORABLE ROLL CALL

Y eas. Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter,
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.

Nays. None.

Pass. None.

The Vice-Chair laid SB 269 before the committee:

SB 269  Schuitmaker Civil procedure; small claims; limitation on recovery amount in
small claims suits; revise.

Senator Schuitmaker testified in support of her bill. Questions and discussion followed.

Judge Bill Richards, Judge Beth Gibson, and Judge Don Passenger, all representing the Michigan
District Judges Association, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed.

The following people submitted cards in opposition to the bill, but due to time constraints were
unable to speak:

Donna Beaudet, representing the Michigan Court Administrators Association.
Elizabeth Lyon, representing the State Bar of Michigan.
Lori Frark, representing the Michigan Creditors Bank Association.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but due to time constraints were
unable to speak:

Dave Worthams and Charles Parker, representing the Michigan Bankers Association.
Jordan Kingdon, representing the Michigan Credit Union League.
Ken Roznowski, representing the Dow Chemical Employees' Credit Union.

Terri Stangl, representing the Center for Civil Justice, submitted a card in opposition to the hill
but did not wish to speak.

The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak:



Judi Sullivan, representing the Community Bankers of Michigan.

Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business.
Paul Condino, representing the Associated Food and Petroleum Dealers.
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan.

Bill Wortz, representing the Michigan Manufactured Housing Association.

Representative M eadows moved to excuse Representatives Walsh and Olumba. There being no
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent.

There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:56
am.

Representative Kurt Heise, Vice-Chair

Angie Lake, Committee Clerk
House Judiciary Committee
alake@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-5795
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