
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, March 22, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.  
Members absent/excused: Reps. Damrow, Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the March 15, 2012, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid SB 29, SB 30, and SB 93 before the committee: 
 
SB 29 Hansen Crimes; weapons; sale, possession, and use of device that uses 

electro-muscular technology; amend Michigan penal code to allow 
under certain circumstances. 

  
SB 30 Jones Weapons; licensing; sale, possession, and use of device that uses 

electro-muscular disruption technology; amend firearms act to 
allow under certain circumstances. 

 
SB 93 Hansen Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines 

for carrying concealed pistol in prohibited place; revise to include 
reference to electro-muscular disruption devices. 

 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Ron Dehne, representing Michigan Taser. 
Carl Trombekta, representing himself. 
Sam Golduater, representing the Michigan Gun Owners. 
Brady Schicklnger, representing the Michigan Coalition for Responsible Gun Owners. 
Phillip Hofmeistor, representing the Michigan Open Carry, Inc. 
Patrick Dunbar, representing himself. 
Dennis Weber, representing himself. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 29 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     



 
 
 

 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-2) to SB 30. The motion prevailed. 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 

 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 30 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). The 
motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to SB 93. The motion prevailed. 14-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 

 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 93 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
The Chair laid SB 64 and SB 65 before the committee: 
 
SB 64 Jones Housing; landlord and tenants; 7-day notice to quit for tenants who 

injure or threaten to injure other tenants or employees; require. 
  
SB 65 Schuitmaker Housing; landlord and tenants; provision relating to the termination 

of lease for certain controlled substance offenders; modify. 
 
Senator Jones, Ryan Luke, representing Senator Jones's office, and Matt Miller, representing the 
Property Management Association of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. Questions and 



 
 
 

discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Tabitha Zimny, representing the Rental Property Owners Association of Michigan. 
Scott Larry, representing the Michigan Housing Council. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 64 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 14-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 65 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
14-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown 
 
The Chair laid SB 393 before the committee: 
  
SB 393 Jones Corrections; jails; population requirement for municipalities 

eligible to seek reimbursement from inmates; remove. 
 
Senator Jones testified in support of his bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Juli Liebler, representing the East Lansing Police Department, testified in support of the bill.  
 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan, submitted a card 
in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 393 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 13-1-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin.     
 Pass: None. 
 



 
 
 

The Chair laid SB 269 before the committee: 
 
SB 269 Schuitmaker Civil procedure; small claims; limitation on recovery amount in 

small claims suits; revise. 
 
Jordan Kingdon, representing the Michigan Credit Union League, David Leusink, representing 
the Bay Winds Federal Credit Union, Caitrina Slavey, representing the Christian Financial Credit 
Union, and Sara Dolar, representing the Michigan State University Federal Credit Union, all 
testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid SB 557, SB 558, SB 559, SB 560, HB 5328 and SB 5329 before the committee: 
 
SB 557 Bieda Family law; paternity; revocation of paternity act; enact. 
 
SB 558 Bieda Family law; paternity; acknowledgment of parentage; allow to be 

set aside under revocation of paternity act. 
  
SB 559 Jones Family law; paternity; order of filiation; allow to be set aside under 

revocation of paternity act. 
 
SB 560 Jones Family law; paternity; determination of parentage for intestate 

succession; provide for determination under revocation of paternity 
act. 

 
HB 5328 Lori Family law; paternity; acknowledgment of parentage; allow to be 

set aside under revocation of paternity act. 
 
HB 5329 Somerville Family law; paternity; order of filiation; allow to be set aside under 

revocation of paternity act. 
 
Senator Bieda, Representative Lori, Marilyn Stephen, representing the Department of Human 
Services, John Battles, representing the Friend of the Court Association, and Daniel Quinn, 
representing himself, all testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Phillip Holman, Esq., representing the Dads and Moms of Michigan, testified on the bills. 
 
Murray Davis, representing the National Family Justice Association, testified in support of the 
bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Connie Wilkenson, representing herself, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Mary Pollock, representing the Michigan National Organization for Woman, testified in 
oppositions to the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Jerry Gill, representing Senator Bieda's office, and Marilyn Stephen, representing the 
Department of Human Services, came forward to answer further questions before the committee. 



 
 
 

 
Holly Austin, representing herself, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Charles Philip Borg, representing himself, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Shane Barringer, representing himself. 
Tracey Borg, representing herself. 
Angela Borg, representing herself. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Michigan Probate Judges Association. 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan. 
Kevin McKinny, representing the Friend of the Court Association. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 557 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 560 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Graves moved to report out HB 5328 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Somerville moved to report out HB 5329 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 13-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, 



 
 
 

Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Representative Constan moved to excuse Representatives Damrow and Olumba. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:59 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair____________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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