
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, April 19, 2012               10:30 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, 
Cotter, Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba.  
Members absent/excused: None. 
 
Representative Horn moved to approve the minutes of the March 29, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5284 before the committee: 
 
HB 5284 Walsh Crimes; computer; definition of computer; expand to include certain 

electronic communication devices. 
 
Mark Bernardi, representing the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 5, following line 9, by inserting: 
 "Enacting section 1. This amendatory act does not take effect unless House Bill No. 4237 of 
the 96th Legislature is enacted into law.". 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5284.  The motion did not prevail. 7-9-
0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves.   
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5284 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 16-
0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5055 before the committee: 
 
HB 5055 Hughes Employment security; administration; privilege for testimony in 



 
 
 

Michigan employment security commission proceedings; provide waiver 
under certain circumstances. 

 
Representative Hughes and Kevin Even, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. 
Questions and discussions followed. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4928 before the committee: 
 
HB 4928 Cotter Property; other; affidavits to correct errors or omissions relating to 

previously recorded documents; allow. 
 
Matt Golden, representing Representative Cotter's office, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Cotter, Curtis Hertel, representing the Ingham County Register of Deeds, and Don 
Grimshaw, representing Tuscola County Register of Deeds, testified in support of the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out HB 4928 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Irwin. 
 
The Chair laid SB 269 before the committee: 
 
SB 269 Schuitmaker Civil procedure; small claims; limitation on recovery amount in small 

claims suits; revise. 
 
Representative Pettalia offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 6, after "exceed" by striking out the balance of the bill and inserting 
"THE FOLLOWING: 
 (A) BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 1, 2012, $5,000.00. 
 (B) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2015, $5,500.00. 
 (C) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2018, $6,000.00. 
 (D) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2021, $6,500.00. 
 (E) BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2024, $7,000.00. 
 Enacting section 1. This amendatory act take effect September 1, 2012.". 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to adopt the amendment to SB 269.  The motion prevailed. 16-0-1 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 



 
 
 

 
The Chair laid the committee at ease, the time being 11:17 a.m. 
 
The Chair brought the committee back to order, the time being 11:26 a.m. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendment: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 6, after "exceed" by striking out "$8,00.00" and inserting "$5,000.00". 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt the amendment to SB 269.  The motion did not prevail. 5-11-1 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows.    
 Pass: Rep. Oakes. 
 
Dave Walsh, representing the Southeast and Michigan Court Administration Association, testified in 
opposition to the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
David Worthams, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
Senator Schuitmaker. 
Michigan Credit Union League. 
Michigan Community Bank Association. 
Dave Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan. 
 
The following people submitted a card with a neutral position, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Michigan District Judges Association. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil League Union of Michigan. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report out SB 269 with recommendation, as amended, as substitute 
(H-1). The motion prevailed 15-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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