
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, May 10, 2012               10:30 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Vice-Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, 
Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh, Olumba.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Walsh, Cotter, Irwin. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to approve the minutes of the May 3, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5124 before the committee: 
 
HB 5124 Cotter Courts; circuit court; concurrent jurisdiction in certain courts; establish. 
 
Matt Golden, representing Representative Cotter's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Chad Schmucker, representing the Supreme Court Administrator's Office, testified in support of the bill. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Mike Gadola, representing Governor Snyder. 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Michigan Supreme Court. 
 
The following people submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Kandler, representing the Family Law Section - State Bar of Michigan. 
Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5466 before the committee: 
 
HB 5466 Heise Construction; contracts; certain indemnification provisions; prohibit in 

construction-related service contracts with public agencies. 
 
Ron Brenke, representing the American Council of Engineering Companies, Kim Fricke, representing the 
Michigan Insurance Industry, and Craig Thompson, representing the Design Professionals of Michigan, 
all testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Samantha Harkens and Abigail Elias, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified with no 
position on the bill. 
 
Representative Horn moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to HB 5466.  The motion prevailed. 13-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 



 
 
 

 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
  
The following people submitted a card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Steven Weyhing, representing the Architects and Engineers of Michigan. 
Julie DeBoer, representing the Michigan Society of Professional Surveyors. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out HB 5466 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The motion 
prevailed 13-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Vice-Chair laid HB 5159 and HB 5162 before the committee: 
 
HB 5159 Wayne Schmidt Courts; circuit court; veterans treatment court; provide for the state drug 

treatment court advisory committee to monitor. 
 
HB 5162 Damrow Courts; circuit court; veterans treatment court; create. 
 
Representative Damrow, Representative Wayne Schmidt, Doug Williams and Lino Petto, both 
representing the American Legion Marine Corps League, all testified in support of the bills. Question and 
discussion followed. 
 
Jason Allen, Steve Tcorcera, and Jim Dunn, all representing the Department of Military and Veterans 
Affairs, testified in support of the bills. 
 
Major General Robert W. Smith III, Director of the Veterans Services Division, State of Michigan, 
testified in support of the bills. 
 
Judge David Jordan, representing the Ingham County Veterans Treatment Court, testified in support of 
the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mike Nichols, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan, testified in support of the bills. 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bills, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
Elizabeth Lyon, representing the State Bar of Michigan. 
 
Representative Damrow returned to answer further questions before the committee. 
 
Representative Muxlow offered the following amendment to HB 5159: 
 



 
 
 

 1. Amend page 1, line 5, after "(b)" by striking out "Sixteen" and inserting "SEVENTEEN". 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to adopt the amendment to HB 5159.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Muxlow moved to report out HB 5159 with recommendation, as amended. The motion 
prevailed 11-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Constan, 
Oakes, Brown. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Rep. Meadows. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to adopt the (H-1) substitute to HB 5162.  The motion prevailed. 12-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Damrow moved to report out HB 5162 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). The 
motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Graves, Meadows, 
Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to excuse Representatives Walsh, Cotter, and Irwin. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Representative Kurt Heise, Vice-Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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