
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, May 17, 2012               10:30 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh.  
Members absent/excused: Rep. Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the May 10, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5282 before the committee: 
 
HB 5282 Rendon Weapons; other; transportation of firearms for lawful purpose; expand. 
 
Maria Ostrander, representing Representative Rendon's office, testified in support of the bill. Questions 
and discussion followed. 
 
Peter Howard, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
The Chair laid SB 760, SB 761, and SB 762 before the committee: 
 
SB 760 Green Weapons; firearms; definition of pistol; modify. 
 
SB 761 Kowall Weapons; firearms; definition of pistol; modify. 
 
SB 762 Robertson Weapons; firearms; definition of pistol; modify. 
 
Ryan Mitchell, representing Senator Green's office, Dave Biswas, representing Senator Kowall's office, 
and Glen Duncan, representing the Michigan Association of Firearms Retailors, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Peter Howard, representing himself, testified in support of the bills.  

 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, testified with a neutral position on the bills. 
 
Representative Horn moved to report out SB 760 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 15-0-0. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out SB 761 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 15-0-
0. 



 
 
 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
Representative Pettalia moved to report out SB 762 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 15-0-0. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5225, HB 5498, and HB 5499 before the committee: 
 
HB 5225 Opsommer Weapons; firearms; certain procedures for purchase and possession of 

pistols; revise. 
 
HB 5498 LeBlanc Criminal procedure; sentencing guidelines; sentencing guidelines for 

certain firearm violations; revise to reflect changes in substantive laws. 
 
HB 5499 Franz Crimes; weapons; certain procedures for purchase and possession of 

pistols; revise. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to adopt the (H-2) substitute to HB 5225.  The motion prevailed. 15-0-0 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None 
 
Representative Opsommer, Representative Franz, and Matt Dogali, representing the NRA, testified in 
support of the bills. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Peter Howard, representing himself, testified in support of the bills.  

 
Mr. Dogali, representing the NRA, returned to answer further questions. 
 
Chris Hawkins, representing the Michigan State Police, testified with a neutral position on the bills. 
The committee returned to HB 5282. 
 
Representative Brown offered the following amendments to HB 5282: 
 
 1. Amend page 2, line 15, by striking out ""ANTIQUE" by inserting "(a) "Antique". 
 2. Amend page 3, line 15, by inserting: 
 (b) "Lawful purpose" includes the following: 
 (i) While en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from a hunting or target shooting 
area. 



 
 
 

 (ii) While transporting a pistol en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from his or her 
home or place of business and place of repair. 
 (iii) While moving goods, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, from 1 place of abode or business 
to another place of abode or business. 
 (iv) While transporting a licensed pistol en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from a 
law enforcement agency or for the purpose of having a law enforcement official take possession of the 
weapon. 
 (v) While en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from his or her abode or place of 
business and a gun show or places of purchase or sale. 
 (vi) While en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from his or her abode to a public 
shooting facility or public land where discharge of firearms is permitted by law, rule, regulation, or local 
ordinance. 
 (vii) While en route, DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY, to or from his or her abode to a private 
property location where the pistol is to be used as is permitted by law, rule, regulation, or local ordinance. 
 
Representative Brown moved to adopt the amendments to HB 5322.  The motion did not prevail. 5-10-0 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobson  
 Pass: None 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5282 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-1-4. 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin. 
 Pass: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to excuse Representative Olumba. There being no objection, the motion 
prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:25 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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