
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, June 9, 2011                  10:30 a.m.                    Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, 
Pettalia, Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2011, meeting. There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 

 
Representative Jacobson moved to approve the minutes of the May 26, 2011, meeting. There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4703 and HB 4704 before the Committee: 
 
HB 4703 Scott Corrections; parole; notification to prosecuting attorney of a 

prisoner's parole; revise requirements for. 
 
HB 4704 Scott Corrections; parole; notification to prosecuting attorney of parole 

hearings; require. 
 
Representative Scott and David Leyton, Genesee County Prosecuting Attorney, testified before 
the committee in support of the bills. Questions and Discussion followed. 
 
Barb Lavine, Executive Director of Citizens Alliance on Prisons & Public Spending, gave 
testimony in opposition to HB 4304. 
 
Jessica Peterson, representing the Michigan Department of Corrections, testified before the 
committee with no position on the bills.  
 
Alan Cropsey, representing Attorney General Bill Schuette, submitted a card in support of the 
bills, but did not wish to speak. 
 
Representative Meadows moved to report out HB 4703 with recommendation. The motion 
prevailed 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Scott, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Olumba. 



 
 
 

The Chair laid SB 130 before the Committee: 
 
SB 130 Hildenbrand Traffic control; civil infraction procedures; minimum number of 

unpaid parking tickets a person may have before the secretary of 
state will not issue or renew the person's operator's license; revise. 

 
Senator Hildenbrand and Al Mooney, representing the City of Grand Rapids, testified in support 
of the bill. Questions and Discussion followed.  
 
James C. Walker, representing the National Motorists Association, testified in opposition of the 
bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of SB 130, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Ed Kettle, representing Representative Roy Schmidt's office. 
Samantha Harkins, representing Michigan Municipal League. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out SB 130 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 
11-3-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Constan, 
Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Reps. Meadows, Brown, Irwin. 
 Pass: Reps. Somerville, Oakes. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4589 before the Committee: 
 
HB 4589 Somerville Torts; governmental immunity; liability for a defect in a sidewalk; 

clarify that inference regarding a defect of less than 2 inches 
applies to any sidewalk maintained by a municipal corporation. 

 
Representative Meadows moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4589. The motion prevailed. 13-
0-3 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes, Brown, Irwin. 
 
Representative Sommerville offered the following amendments to HB 4589 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 7, line 3, after "THAT" by striking out "THE" and inserting "A". 
 
Representative Sommerville moved to adopt his amendments. The motion prevailed 15-0-1. 



 
 
 

 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Gilbert, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, 
Somerville, Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: None.    
 Pass: Reps. Oakes. 
 
Representative Irwin offered the following amendment to HB 4589 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, line 13, after "travel" by striking out "and" and inserting "BUT IS 
NOT LIMITED TO THE PHYSICAL ROADBED. THE DUTY INCLUDES, BUT IS NOT 
LIMITED TO, AN OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE AND MAINTAIN APPROPRIATE ROAD 
SIGNAGE, MARKINGS, AND TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES AND TO PROPERLY 
DESIGN, CONSTRUCT, AND MAINTAIN THE ROADWAY. THE DUTY". 
 
Representative Irwin moved to adopt his amendments. The motion did not prevail 7-6-3. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Meadows, Constan, Oakes, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh, Olumba. 
 Nays: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Somerville.    
 Pass: Reps. Gilbert, Horn, Pettalia. 
 
Representative Sommerville testified before the committee in support of his bill. 
 
Stephen Postema and Bob West, both representing the City of Ann Arbor, and William 
Mathewson and Samantha Harkins, both representing Michigan Municipal League, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:47 
a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov 
(517) 373-5795 
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