
 
 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 
JUDICIARY 

 
Thursday, September 13, 2012               10:00 a.m.                   Room 521 House Office Building  
 
The House Standing Committee on Judiciary was called to order by the Chair.   
 
Members present: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Meadows, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
Members absent/excused: Rep. Oakes, Olumba. 
 
Representative Heise moved to approve the minutes of the August 15, 2012, meeting. There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5682 before the committee: 
 
HB 5682 (Heise) Family law; other; definition of eligible domestic relations order; modify. 
  
Representative Heise testified in support of his bill. 
 
Robert Treat, representing the Family Law Section of the State Bar of Michigan, joined Representative 
Heise to testify in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Heise moved to report out HB 5682 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 12-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Damrow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, Graves, Constan, 
Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5055 before the committee: 
 
HB 5055 (Hughes) Employment security; administration; privilege for testimony in 

Michigan employment security commission proceedings; provide waiver 
under certain circumstances. 

 
Representative Hughes testified in support of her bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Representative Cotter moved to report out HB 5055 with recommendation. The motion prevailed 10-1-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves. 
 Nays: Rep. Irwin.     
 Pass: Reps. Constan, Brown, Cavanagh. 
 
The Chair laid SB 246, SB 247, HB 4555, HB 4556, SB 978, SB 979, and SB 980 before the committee: 
 



 
 
 

SB 246 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; revise. 
 
SB 247 (Schuitmaker) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and culpability; 

clarify. 
 
HB 4555 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency and culpability; 

clarify. 
  
HB 4556 (Lipton) Juveniles; criminal procedure; juvenile competency standards; revise. 
  
SB 978 (Schuitmaker) Probate; trusts; trust decanting; allow. 
 
SB 979 (Schuitmaker) Probate; trusts; personal property trust perpetuities act; modify to 

account for decanted trusts. 
 
SB 980 (Jones) Probate; trusts; powers of appointment; revise. 
 
Rep. Heise moved to report out SB 246 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Families, Children, and Seniors. The motion prevailed 14-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Rep. Horn moved to report out SB 247 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the Committee on 
Families, Children, and Seniors. The motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Rep. Damrow moved to report out HB 4555 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors. The motion prevailed 14-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: None. 
 
Rep. Muxlow moved to report out HB 4556 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Families, Children, and Seniors. The motion prevailed 14-0-0. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Brown, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     



 
 
 

 Pass: None. 
 
Rep. Jacobsen moved to report out SB 978 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Financial Services. The motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Rep. Pettalia moved to report out SB 979 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the Committee 
on Banking and Financial Services. The motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
Rep. Somerville moved to report out SB 980 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Financial Services. The motion prevailed 13-0-1. 
  
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL 
 Yeas: Reps. Walsh, Heise, Horn, Damrow, Muxlow, Jacobsen, Pettalia, Somerville, Cotter, 
Graves, Constan, Irwin, Cavanagh. 
 Nays: None.     
 Pass: Rep. Brown. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5804 before the committee: 
 
HB 5804 (McMillin) Criminal procedure; defenses; statewide standards and accountability 

measures of trial level indigent criminal defense services; implement. 
 
Representative McMillin, Representative Lipton, and Judge James Fisher, representing the Commission 
on Indigent Defense, testified in support of the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Ron Schafer, representing the Prosecuting Attorneys Association, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Alan Cropsey, Laura Moody, Anica Letica, all representing the Attorney General, testified with a neutral 
position on the bill. Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Tom Lafferty, representing himself, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but due to time constraints were unable to 
speak: 
 
Mac Connell, representing himself. 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference. 
Margaret Raben, representing the Criminal Defense Attorneys of Michigan. 
Steven Moss, representing the Wayne County Criminal Defense Bar Association. 



 
 
 

Judge Thomas Boyd, representing the Commission on Indigent Defense. 
 
Ben Bodkin, representing the Michigan Association of Counties, submitted a card in opposition to the 
bill, but due to time constraints was unable to speak. 
 
The following people submitted cards in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Matthew Schneider, representing the Supreme Court. 
Judy Karandjeff, representing the League of Women Voters. 
Michelle Weemhoff, representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency. 
Tom Boyd, representing the Michigan District Judges Association. 
Marcela Westrate, representing the Michigan Campaign for Justice. 
Shelli Weisberg, representing the American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan. 
Cami Pendell, representing the Michigan Judges Association. 
 
Jerry Poisson, representing Oakland County, submitted a card in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to 
speak. 
 
Representative Horn moved to excuse Representatives Oakes and Olumba. There being no objection, the 
motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 11:50 a.m. 
 
Representative John Walsh, Chair_______________________________________________ 
 
Angie Lake, Committee Clerk 
House Judiciary Committee 
alake@house.mi.gov, (517) 373-5795 
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