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Thank you Mr. Chair and members of the committee for the opportunity to speak in support of the EITC.
My name is Rev. Nicolette Siragusa and | am the pastor of First Congregational United Church of Christ in
Grand Ledge.

As a Christian minister, the people you call voters and constituents, | call the body of Christ. 1
Corinthians 12.26 teaches that when one part of the body suffers, all suffer with it. And soin
these hard economic times when so many of our Michigan families are suffering, our state feels it
collectively.

It is in this climate that you have been entrusted to make difficult decisions, to make choices, on behalf
of the people you serve. | am called to remind you of the values of a just society, values that include
educating our children, protecting vulnerable populations, and encouraging workers to continue in their
labors, values that | expect you, our elected officials, to uphold.

The Earned Income Tax Credit is uniquely designed to help the working poor, those who struggle to
make ends meet. Those who see the value of working, and who labor on even when they are paid little.

The average $432 Earned Income Tax Credit enables families to pay off their high winter heating bills. It
helps them replace old and unusable appliances with more energy efficient ones. It assists them in
paying for car repairs that make commuting to work possible. It supplements the income of those who
do not make a living wage, protecting families who are on the brink of poverty.

As a local church pastor, | am familiar with the difficult task of budgeting when there doesn’t seem to be
enough money to fund everything, though admittedly you have the opportunity to increase revenue.
The task in such a moment is to look at our values, and use those values to evaluate the ways we take in
money and prioritize how we spend it. Itis a time to spend smarter, investing in those areas that enrich
people’s lives and reflect our ethical standards.

While 'm not an economist, even | know that funding the Earned Income Tax Credit is money well
spent, helping families and supporting local economies. You have choices about whether you will
continue to cut spending beyond what keeps us comfortable, beyond what keeps us strong, straight into
the bone of this budget where our most vulnerable bear the brunt of the pain.

You can choose to hurt families that are already struggling. You can choose to thrust an estimated
14,000 children into poverty. You can choose to increase suffering in our state. Or you can choose to
find a more humane solution, one that protects families, one that insures the well-being of our children.
May you choose wisely. Thank you.



‘noAxueyl -Aj@sim asooyd noA Aeiy

"UB4PJIYD IN0 JO Butag-||aMm By $3INsul Jeyl aUO ‘saljiwe) s10930.4d 1By} BUO ‘UOIINOS BUBWINY 3J0W B pul
01 950042 UBD NOA 1O 8}B1S JNO U} Bul1ayNns aseadul 01 35004d ued noA “Alanod ojul ualpjiyd 000 T
Pa1BWIISS UB 3SNJY} 03 9sooyd ued noj “3uy83nuis Apead(e ale 1ey) saljiuie) 1Ny 01 3s00Yd Ued NOA

‘uted ay3 4O JUNIQ 9Y} 1B3] B|GRIBUINA ISOW INO 318YM 3133pNng sIy} Jo auoq ayl

ojul ySieays ‘Suons sn sdaay 1eYm puoAaq ‘a|qeliojwod sn sdasy 1eym puoAaq Suipuads In3 03 BNURUOD
[[IM NOA J3U13yMm INOQE S3DI0YD SABY NOA "$3IWIOU0I3 |e20] Sutoddns pue saljiwe) Suid|ay ‘yuads

[jom Asuows S| 11paJt) Xe] dWI0dU| pauied ayl SuIpunj 18yl MOUY | USAS ‘JSILIOUO0I3 UB JOU W | 3[IYM

"SpJEPUE)S |BIIYID JNO 103134 pue $aAl| s 3jdoad

(214U JeY) seale asoyl Ul upisaaul ‘Jaews puads 03 awil e s 3| 3 puads am moy azij1do1d pue Asuow
Ul 93B3 9M SABM 3} B1BN|BAS 0] SaN|BA 350} 9SN PUR ‘S3N|BA JNO 1B %00] 0} S| JUSWOW B YdNS Ul %Se1 3yl
‘anuanas aseasdur 01 Ajiunjioddo ayi aaey noA Ajparnwpe ysnoyl ‘BuiyiAisas puny 0} Asuow ysnoua

3¢ 01 W9S 1,USa0P 33yl UAYM SuileSpng JO 3Se1 YNILYIP 3YI YHM Jefjiwey we | “Joised yainyd [edoj e sy

‘Au1anod 40 yuLIg 3y} UO a1e oym saijiwey unndalosd ‘a3em Sulal e a3ew jou op

oyM 350Y] JO awodul ay3 syuswajddns yj “3jqissod 310m 03 Supnwiwod axeuw eyl sijedal Jed Joy 8uiAed
Ul WBY] SISISSE 3] 'S0 JudNLd AGJaua asow yum sadueljdde ajgesnun pue pjo aoejdas wayy sdjay

1 "s|iiq Sunesy Ja3uim ysSiy 119yl 4o Aed 01 $3|iLie) S3|GRUD HPAID XBL SWODU| paule] Zeps a8esane ay]

"9113| pred a1e A3y} UBYM UBAS UO J0(R| OUM pue ‘SUIXJOM JO dN|BA BY1 38S OYM 3SOYL 193l Spud axew
0} 9|38n.435 oym asoyi “4ood Suppiom ayl djay o3 pausisap Ajanbiun st 1ipaJ) xeL SWodu| pauies sy

‘ploydn 03 ‘sje1o1}o paidald 4no ‘NoA 10adxa | 1Y) sanjea ‘sioqge)

J19Y] Ul SNURU0D 03 s1ayJom SuiSeunoous pue ‘suoneindod ajqesauna Suiidatoad ‘ualpjiyd Jno Suneonpa
apN|ul 1BY} SaN|eA ‘A3a100s 3sn[ & JO SanjeA ay) JO NOA pujwal 0} Pajied we | "aAIss NoA ajdoad ayy jo
J[BYSQ UO ‘S3010YD 3B 0} ‘SUOISIDFP JNIIHIP SHBW 0] PAISNIIUS udaq dABY NOA 1ey] d1BWI|I SIY3 Ul S1 )

“Ajl2A1103400

1 5|99} 91€1S N0 ‘BUlIBYYNS BJ. SBI[IWE) UBSIYIIA INO JO AUBW OS UBYM SBLUI] JILUIOUOI3 pJey 3sayl

Ul 0S puy "M YUM Jayns |je ‘s1ayns Apoq ay3 jo Jed suo usaym eyl sayoeal 9z ZT sueiyiuod
T "1SKYD J0 ApOg ay3 |82 | ‘SIUSNUISU0D pue SI30A |22 noA ajdoad ay) ‘Jsisiulw uensuy) e sy

‘a8paq puesn

U1 3SUYD JO Y24NYD paun [euo1esa18uo) 1sii4 Jo Jolsed Yyl We | pue esnSelis 3113|0dIN "A3Y SI dweu AN
3113 ay1 Jo 1oddns up yeads 03 Ayuniioddo sy} 10 991UWWIOI 3y JO SIBGUIAW pue Jiey) "IN NoAjueyL

T10Z ‘€T Yo1eN
esnSedis 91319|00IN 'AdY BYL

2913107 Adfjod Xe] 9snoH 9y} a10)9g Auowiisag



