
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, February 20, 2013  9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, LaVoy, 
Geiss. 
 
Representative McBroom made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 6, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Jim Byrum, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association, spoke to the Committee regarding 
Michigan Agriculture Trends and Opportunities.  Topics in the report included:  Bio Technology; 
Financial Resilience; Planning for 2013 and 2014; Yields; Specialty Crop Pressure; Acreage Coming 
Out of CRP; Farming Further North; Increased Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Production; World 
Population; Agriculture Product Consumption for 2000-2010; Factors Influencing Yield; Taking Out 
Fencerows; Clearing Woodlots; Fallow Land Back in Production; Irrigation; Tile; Specialty Crops and 
Challenges to Specialty Crops; Factors Impacting Acreage; Infrastructure Needs and Infrastructure; 
Michigan Licensed Grain Storage Capacity; Water Transportation; Broadband; Utilities; and Talent.  
 
Mr. Byrum introduced the following Michigan Agri-Business Association Board Members:  John 
Steffanelli, Dave Gloer, Bruce Sutherland, Scott Dumaw, Scott DeVuyst, and Ron Balzer.  
 
Subsequent to the presentation, the Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
SB 48 (Casperson) Animals; other; exemption from large carnivore act for certain businesses; 

expand to exempt businesses that allow patrons to come into contact with 
bears less than 36 weeks of age or bears that weigh 90 pounds or less and 
make other general revisions. 

 
Kendra Everett, Legislative Aide for Senator Casperson, reviewed the provisions of SB 48 with the 
Committee. 
 
Derek Bajema and Shannon Hanna, representing the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
submitted a card indicating a neutral position on SB 48 and addressed certain aspects of the bill. 
 
Kirk Profit, representing the Detroit Zoological Society, submitted a card in opposition to SB 48 as 
currently written.  
 
Cal Morgan, representing the Michigan Humane Society, submitted a card indicating opposition to SB 
48. 
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Representative McBroom made a motion to report SB 48 with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, 
Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Geiss.  (13/17) 
Nays:  None. (0/17) 
Pass:  Representatives Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, LaVoy.   (4/13)  (13/0/4) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:10 a.m. 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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