
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, March 6, 2013  9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, LaVoy.  
ABSENT/EXCUSED: Representative Geiss. 
 
Representative Rendon made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of February 27, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Denby made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, absent 
members were excused.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4126 (Johnson) Torts; liability; liability of persons under equine activity liability act; limit 

to willful or wanton acts under certain circumstances. 
 
Representative Johnson reviewed the provisions of HB 4126 with the Committee. 
 
The following individuals spoke to the Committee regarding HB 4126: 
 Todd Tennis, representing the Negligence Law Section, State Bar of Michigan and Steve Hicks, 
representing the Michigan Association for Justice, in opposition 
 Val Vail-Shirey, representing the Michigan Equine Partnership, in support 
 Julie Fershtman, representing the Michigan Equine Partnership, in support 
  
Jim Byrum, representing the Michigan Agri-Business Association, spoke to the Committee regarding the 
importance of transportation infrastructure to Michigan agriculture. Topics covered included: 
agricultural transportation infrastructure needs, conveyances used; issues with roads and bridges; grain 
hauling and weight differentials; equipment impact on roads and bridges; statistics from a case study of 
which crops are moved by rail; the effect on economics of rail vs. road transportation; that less rail 
utilization means a smaller option for competitiveness; annual cost to producers when  rail is not used 
for crop transport; water transportation for commodities; a comprehensive transportation solution; and 
that logistics and transportation are the life line of Michigan agriculture and will drive continued growth 
and success. 
 
Jim Zook, representing the Corn Growers of Michigan, introduced several Corn Growers Board 
Members and staff and discussed a willingness of the corn growers to work with the Agriculture 
Committee and issues of importance to corn growers in Michigan, including exports and the ethanol 
industry and the livestock industry. 
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The Committee returned to HB 4126.    
 
Derek Bajema, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD), indicated support for HB 4126. 
 
Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, submitted a card in support of HB 4126.   
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517)  373-8538 
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