
MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, March 20, 2013  9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, LaVoy, 
Geiss.  
 
Representative McBroom made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of March 13, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Bill Byl, Kent County Drain Commissioner, and Greg Alexander, Sanilac County Drain Commissioner, 
provided a presentation to the Committee and reviewed the following topics:  the effects of flooding and 
requests for drain improvements from property owners; the importance of maintaining safe drains; 
uniform guidelines and procedures for maintaining drains (the Drain Code); statutory authority of Drain 
Commissioners and their accountability to citizens; drainage levels and flood protection; petitions 
required to build new drains and reconstruction of drains; managing storm water; and responsibilities of 
Drain Commissioners. 
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4126 (Johnson) Torts; liability; liability of persons under equine activity liability act; limit 

to willful or wanton acts under certain circumstances. 
 
Representative Denby made a motion to report HB 4126 with recommendation. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas: Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, 
Victory, Lauwers, Pagel. (11/17) 
Nays:  Representatives Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, Geiss.  (5/17) 
Pass:  Representative LaVoy.  (1/17)  (11/5/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
George Kutlenious, representing the Horseman's Benevolent Protective Association (HBPA), submitted 
a card indicating support for HB 4126. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 9:35 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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