
 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, May 8, 2013   9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, 
Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, Ananich, LaVoy, Geiss. 
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative McBroom. 
 
Representative Denby made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of April 24, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Denby made a motion to excuse Representative McBroom.  No objections being offered, 
Representative McBroom was excused.  
 
Vice-Chair Denby assumed the Chair. 
 
Mike Wenkel, Executive Director of the Michigan Potato Industry Commission, provided a presentation 
to the Committee and reviewed the following topics:  potato operations, Michigan production, potato 
utilization, processing in Michigan, Commission members, research, educational efforts, and other 
issues (food safety, sourcing talent, nutritional misinformation, decreasing yields, availability of sandy 
soils with water), and the future (producers specializing in potato production, Michigan's geology, 
proximity to the U.S. population, and the ability to quickly respond to industry needs). 
 
Vice-Chair Denby laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4546 (Outman) Agriculture; products; potato industry commission; modify provisions for 

operations and determining assessment rates. 
 
Representative Outman reviewed the provisions of HB 4546.  
 
Tim Young, representing the Michigan Potato Industry Commission, spoke in support of HB 4546. 
 
Mike Wenkel also indicated support for HB 4546.  
 
Subsequent to discussion, Vice-Chair Denby declared the meeting adjourned, the time being 9:43 a.m. 
 
 
______________________________________  Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 

Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
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