
 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 
 

Wednesday, May 15, 2013   9:00 a.m. Room 307 House Office Building, Lansing 
 
Representative Daley, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, 
Outman, Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, LaVoy, Geiss. 
 
Representative Kurtz made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 8, 2013.  No objections 
being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4546 (Outman) Agriculture; products; potato industry commission; modify provisions for 

operations and determining assessment rates. 
 
The Chair stated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 9:07 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 9:08 a.m. and read in the following cards for HB 4546. 
 
The following individuals submitted cards indicating support for HB 4546: 
 Tonia Ritter, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau 
 Joe Zook, representing the Michigan Corn Growers Association 
 Philip Koeson, representing the Cherry Marketing Institute 
 Dave Armstrong, representing Greenstone Farm Credit Services 
 Neale Musolff of Lansing, Michigan 
 Derek Bajema, representing the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
(MDARD) 
 Jim Miller, representing the Michigan Agri Business Association 
 Larry Julian, representing the Michigan Soybean Association and Michigan Corn Growers 
. 
Representative Geiss made a motion to amend HB 4546 as follows: 
 1.     Amend page 15, following line 4, by inserting: 
 "Enacting section 1.  Section 14 of 1939 PA 176, MCL 423.14, is repealed.". 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Brunner, Hovey-Wright, Geiss. (3/16) 
Nays:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Glardon, Johnson, Rendon, Victory, Lauwers, Pagel. (8/16) 
Pass:  Representatives McBroom, Smiley, LaVoy.  (3/16)  (3/8/3) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail.  
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Representative Geiss made a motion to amend HB 4546 as follows: 
 1.     Amend page 10, line 7, after "(1)" by striking out "An" and inserting "EXCEPT AS 
PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (8), AN". 
 2.        Amend page 12, following line 12, by inserting: 
 "(8) A GROWER OR SHIPPER WHO DOES NOT WISH TO PARTICIPATE IN 
THE PROGRAMS UNDER THIS ACT MAY OPT OUT OF PAYING THE ASSESSMENT 
UNDER THIS ACT BY NOTIFYING THE DEPARTMENT, IN WRITING, OF HIS OR DER 
DECISION TO OPT OUT.". 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Brunner, Hovey-Wright, LaVoy, Geiss. (4/16) 
Nays:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Glardon, Johnson, Rendon, Victory, Pagel. (7/16) 
Pass:  Representatives McBroom, Lauwers, Smiley. (3/16)  (4/7/3) 
 
An insufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion did not prevail.  
 
The Chair stated that the Committee would stand at ease, the time being 9:15 a.m. 
 
The Chair reconvened the meeting at 9:21 a.m. 
 
Representative Outman made a motion to amend HB 4546 as follows: 
 1.     Amend page 3, line 9, after "THE" by striking out "DEPARTMENT" and inserting 
"COLLEGE". 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, McBroom, Outman, Rendon, 
Victory, Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, LaVoy, Geiss. (16/16) 
Nays:  None.  (0/16) 
Pass:  None. (0/16)  (16/0/0) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
 
Representative Outman made a motion to report HB 4546 with recommendation as amended.  
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
Yeas:  Representatives Daley, Denby, Kurtz, Glardon, Johnson, Outman, Rendon, Victory, 
Lauwers, Pagel, Brunner, Smiley, Hovey-Wright, LaVoy.  (14/16) 
Nays:  Representative Geiss. (1/16) 
Pass:  Representative McBroom. (1/16)  (14/1/1) 
 
A sufficient number of members voting in the affirmative, the motion prevailed.  
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The Chair laid the following bill before the Committee.  
 
HB 4678 (Daley) Water; conservation; water withdrawal dispute resolution process; require 

for agricultural wells. 
 
Derek Bajema, representing MDARD, spoke to the Committee in support of HB 4678.   
 
Jim Johnson, Director of the MDARD Environmental Stewardship Division, also spoke to the 
Committee in support of HB 4678. 
 
Matt Smego, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau, spoke to the Committee in support of HB 4678. 
 
Mike Wenkel, representing the Potato Growers of Michigan, indicated support for HB 4678. 
 
Cards indicating support for HB 4678 were submitted by: 
 Jim Miller, representing the Michigan Agri Business Association 
 Jim Zook, representing the Michigan Corn Growers Association 
  
George Carr, representing the Michigan Ground Water Association, submitted a card indicating a 
neutral position on HB 4678 (with amendments). 
 
Representative Kurtz made a motion to adopt the minutes of the meeting of May 8, 2013.  No objections 
being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Chair Daley declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 9:59 a.m. 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Representative Kevin Daley, Chair 
 
Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 
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