
 
MINUTES OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE 

 
Wednesday, February 6, 2013  10:30 a.m. Room 519 House Office Building, Lansing 

 
Representative Foster, Chair, called the meeting to order.  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Driskell, Yanez.   
ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Oakes.  
 
Representative Glardon made a motion to approved the minutes of the meeting of January 30, 2013.  No 
objections being offered, the minutes were accepted as presented.  
 
Representative Zorn made a motion to excuse absent members.  No objections being offered, absent 
members were excused.  
 
Elaine Wood, CEO,  Michigan Works!, provided a presentation to the Committee and reviewed the 
following topics:  services provided by Michigan Works1 and how services are delivered through the 25 
Michigan Works! Agencies; customers served and the spectrum of job seekers; services provided to 
employers and job seekers; how Michigan Works! differs from other states regarding talent development; 
that Michigan Works! is demand driven;  Michigan Works! Performance; other local roles of the agency; 
recent initiatives; and key issues faced by Michigan Works! 
 
Mike Hansen, President of the Michigan Community College Association, and Dr. Dennis Bona, President 
of Kellogg Community College, reviewed the role of community colleges. Items reviewed included:  
funding, average age of students, percentage of part-time and full-time students; total annual enrollment; 
growth in the community college sector; the mission of community colleges; degrees and credentials 
conferred and some of the programs degrees awarded from; the role of community colleges in economic 
development and the Michigan New Jobs Training Program; distance online education and the growth in 
online learning; workforce development; and information about Kellogg Community College. 
 
Representative Zorn, Majority Vice-Chair, assumed the chair for the balance of the meeting.  
 
Delaney McKinley, representing Michigan Manufacturers Association, and representatives of DeWys 
Manufacturing, spoke to the Committee regarding the specifics of the DeWys company, including 
development and specialized aspects of DeWys Manufacturing. 
 
There being no additional business before the Committee, Vice-Chair Zorn declared the meeting adjourned, 
the time being 11:55 a.m. 
 
 
 
_______________________________________  Catherine Petroskey, Committee Clerk (517) 373-8538 

Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
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