
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, February 27, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes and 
Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Switalski and Driskell. 
  
Representative Glardon moved to adopt the minutes of the February 20, 2013, meeting.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Somerville moved to excuse Representatives Switalski and Driskell from the 
committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Foster opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Jeff Mason 
Executive Director 

University Research Corridor 
 
Mr. Mason gave an overview of the "Economic Transformation through University 
Collaborations Empowering Michigan".  A handout was submitted to the committee members.  
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chairman Foster opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Christine Quinn, Director, Workforce Development Agency, State of Michigan 
Bob Sherer, Management Cluster Director, MEDC Cluster Development Team 

Tim Slusser, Technology Development Manager/Innovation 
James McBryde, MEDC Vice President, Governmental Affairs 
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Christine Quinn, Bob Sherer, Tim Slusser and James McBryde gave an overview of the 
"Michigan Industry Cluster Approach (MICA) for a Demand-Driven Workforce System".  A 
handout was submitted to the committee members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:30 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
60 Minutes 
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