
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Oakes, Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Zorn. 
  
Representative Glardon moved to adopt the minutes of the March 6, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Outman moved to excuse Representative Zorn from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chairman Foster laid HB 4249 before the committee: 
 
HB 4249 (Poleski) Labor; benefits; ordinance regarding employer leave requirements; 

provide for statewide uniformity. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Bill McMaster, State Chairman for Taxpayers United, testified and did not indicate his position. 
 
Tim Hughes, representing the UAW, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Chong Anna Canfora, representing Mothering Justice, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) - 
Michigan, testified in support to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
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Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, supports the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan AFL-CIO, opposes the bill. 
Patricia Herndon, representing the Michigan Bankers Association, supports the bill. 
Delaney McKinley, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, opposes the bill. 
Mike Migrin, representing the Michigan State Employees Association (MSEA) AFSCME #5, 
opposes the bill. 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 4249. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-7-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard,   

  Nays:  Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Pass: None.    
 
Representative Switalski offered the following amendments to HB 4249 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "in" by striking out "subsection (2)" and inserting 
"this act". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "(3) This act does not apply to an ordinance, policy, or resolution concerning leave for an 
employee suffering from a contagious disease or illness.". 
 
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Nays:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard, 

Pass: None.    
 

Representative Driskell offered the following amendments to HB 4249 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "in" by striking out "subsection (2)" and inserting 
"this act". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "(3) This act does not apply to an ordinance, policy, or resolution concerning leave time 
for an employee to attend parent-teacher conferences, academic tutoring, or other activities or 
events related to the academic advancement of the employee's minor child or a child for whom 
the employee is a legal guardian.". 
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Representative Driskell moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Nays:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard, 

Pass: None.    
 
Representative Yanez offered the following amendments to HB 4249 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "in" by striking out "subsection (2)" and inserting 
"this act". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "(3) This act does not apply to an ordinance, policy, or resolution concerning leave time 
for an employee who is a victim of domestic violence to obtain counseling or to participate in an 
investigation or prosecution involving domestic violence.". 
 
Representative Yanez moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Nays:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard, 

Pass: None.    
 

Representative Yanez offered the following amendments to HB 4249 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "in" by striking out "subsection (2)" and inserting 
"this act". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "(3) This act does not apply to an ordinance, policy, or resolution concerning leave for an 
employee who is in active service with the armed forces of the United States or who is a veteran 
of service with the armed forces of the United States.". 
 
Representative Yanez moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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Yeas: Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 

Yanez. 
Nays:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 

Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard, 
Pass: None.    
 

Representative Yanez offered the following amendments to HB 4249 (H-2): 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 8, after "in" by striking out "subsection (2)" and inserting 
"this act". 
 2. Amend page 2, following line 6, by inserting:  
 "(3) This act does not apply to an ordinance, policy, or resolution concerning leave time 
for an employee whose spouse receives notice of deployment, or whose spouse is on leave from 
deployment, with the armed forces of the United States during a period of military conflict.". 
 
Representative Yanez moved to adopt the amendments. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-11-0. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Nays:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard, 

Pass: None.    
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to report HB 4249 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-7-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard,   

  Nays:  Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes, Driskell and 
Yanez. 

Pass: None.    
 

Chair Foster laid HB 4240 before the committee: 
 
HB 4240 (Goike) Employment security; benefits; eligibility criteria; disqualify for 

failing or refusing a drug test. 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to adopt the substitute (H-1) to HB 4240. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-0-6. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Outman, Kelly and Leonard,  

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana,  Driskell and Yanez. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Goike, sponsor of HB 4240, explained his bill to the committee.  Questions and 
discussion followed. 
 
Tim Hughes, representing the UAW, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill McMaster, State Chairman for Taxpayers United, did not indicate his position. 
Mike Migrin, representing the (MSEA) AFSCME #5, opposes the bill. 
Robin Norton, representing Michigan Department of Licensing Regulatory Affairs (LARA), 
indicated no position on the bill. 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan AFL-CIO, opposes the bill. 
Neil Mac Vicar, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association (MHA) 
Unemployment Compensation Program, supports the bill in concept. 
Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB) - 
Michigan, supports the bill. 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, supports the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:57 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 27 Minutes 
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