
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, May 1, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
  
Representative Zorn moved to adopt the minutes of the April 24, 2013, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid SB 257 before the committee: 
 
SB 257 (Kowall) Economic development; other; business improvement districts; 

modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Senator Kowall, sponsor of SB 257, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Cindy Pasky, representing Strategic Staffing Solutions, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Cameron Piggot, representing the Downtown Detroit Partnership, testified and submitted a 
handout in support of the bill. 
 
David DiRita, representing the Roxbury Group, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Tina Dupont testified and submitted written testimony in opposition to the bill. 
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The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kristen Kraft, representing Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, supports the bill. 
Greg Bird, representing Wayne State University, supports the bill. 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bill. 
Jim Murray, representing AT&T, supports the bill. 
Steven White, representing Detroit Renewable Energy, supports the bill. 
John LaMacchia, representing the Michigan Municipal League, supports the bill. 
Peter Ruddell, representing the Henry Ford Health System, supports the bill. 
Nicole Nystrom, representing Quicken Loans/Rock Ventures, supports the bill. 
Tiffany Watrous, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, supports the bill. 
Mark Stadt, representing DTE Energy, supports the bill. 
Isabella Terry opposes the bill. 
Annie Patnaude, representing Americans for Prosperity, opposes the bill. 
Scott Hagerstrom, representing Americans for Prosperity-Michigan, opposes the bill. 
Joan Fabiano, representing Grassroots in Michigan, opposes the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:48 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 18 Minutes 
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