
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, May 8, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Oakes. 
  
Representative Farrington moved to adopt the minutes of the May 1, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 4334 and HB 4654 before the committee: 
 
HB 4334 (McMillin) Businesses; limited liability companies; ownership requirements 

for professional limited liability companies engaged in practice of 
public accounting; revise. 

 
HB 4654 (Poleski) Businesses; business corporations; ownership requirements for 

professional corporations engaged in practice of public accounting; 
revise. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
John Lindley, representing the Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants 
(MACPA), testified in support of the bills. 
 
Representative Poleski, sponsor of HB 4654, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Representative McMillin, sponsor of HB 4334, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Chair Foster laid SB 257 before the committee: 
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SB 257 (Kowall) Economic development; other; business improvement districts; 

modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United–Michigan Foundation, testified in opposition to 
the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
James McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bill. 
Del Chenault, representing Compuware, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Farrington offered the following amendment to SB 257: 
 

1. Amend page 18, line 8, after "THAN" by striking out "50%" and inserting 
"60%". 

 
Representative Farrington moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell 
and Yanez. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Johnson offered the following amendment to SB 257: 
 
 1. Amend page 16, line 14, after "211.55." by inserting: 
"HOWEVER, PROPERTY IS NOT SUBJECT TO FORFEITURE, FORECLOSURE, 
AND SALE UNDER SECTIONS 78 TO 79A OF THE GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 
1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78 TO 211.79A, FOR NONPAYMENT OF AN ASSESSMENT 
UNDER THIS CHAPTER UNLESS THE PROPERTY ALSO IS SUBJECT TO 
FORFEITURE, FORECLOSURE, AND SALE UNDER SECTIONS 78 TO 79A OF THE 
GENERAL PROPERTY TAX ACT, 1893 PA 206, MCL 211.78 TO 211.79A, FOR 
DELINQUENT PROPERTY TAXES.". 
 
Representative Glardon moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
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 Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell 
and Yanez. 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Yanez offered the following amendment to SB 257: 
 
 1. Amend page 16, line 4, by striking out all of subsection (7). 
 
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 3-12-3. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Switalski, Barnett and Yanez, 

Nays: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, 
Kelly, Leonard, Townsend, Santana and Driskell, 

Pass:   Representatives Farrington, Glardon and Johnson. 
 

Representative Yanez offered the following amendment to SB 257: 
 
 1. Amend page 20, following line 15, by inserting 
"Enacting section 2.  This amendatory act does not take effect unless all of the following bills of 
the 97th legislature are enacted into law: 
(a) Senate Bill No. 95. 
(b) Senate Bill No. 96.". 
 
Representative Switalski moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 6-11-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell and Yanez, 

Nays: Representatives Foster, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly and Leonard,  

Pass:   Representative Zorn. 
 

Representative Schmidt moved to report SB 257 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 13-4-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Kelly, Barnett, Townsend, Santana and Driskell, 

Nays:  Representatives Somerville, Outman, Leonard and Yanez, 
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Pass:   Representative Switalski. 
 

Representative Haines moved to excuse Representative Oakes from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:01 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
31 Minutes 
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