
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, September 11, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Oakes and Driskell. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Yanez. 
  
Representative Kelly moved to adopt the minutes of the June 18, 2013, meeting.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Switalski moved to excuse Representative Yanez from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster called Vice-Chair Zorn to the chair. 
 
Vice-Chair Zorn laid HB 4949, 4950, 4951, 4952, 4953, 4954 before the committee: 
 
HB 4949 (Foster) Employment security; benefits; restitution of benefits paid to claimant 

who committed fraud or misrepresentation; require from date of 
misrepresentation. 

 
HB 4950 (Foster) Employment security; administration; charging benefits to an employer's 

account; require for failure to submit certain information. 
 
HB 4951 (Foster) Employment security; administration; distribution of certain deductions 

and recoveries; revise. 
 
HB 4952 (Goike) Employment security; benefits; positive drug test; treat as refusal of 

suitable employment for purposes of disqualification. 
 
HB 4953 (Goike) Employment security; benefits; presumption that benefits are properly 

paid; revise. 
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HB 4954 (Goike) Employment security; funds; unemployment compensation fund; allow 

crediting of certain payments. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Chair Foster, sponsor of HB 4949, HB 4950 and HB 4951, explained his bills and submitted 
written testimony to the committee. 
 
Representative Goike, sponsor of HB 4952, HB 4953 and HB 4954, explained his bills to the 
committee. 
 
Chair Foster resumed the chair. 
 
Stephanie Comai and Steve Geskey, representing the Michigan Department of Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs, Unemployment Insurance Agency (LARA-UIA), testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in support of the 
bills. 
 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified 
in support of the bills. 
 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), testified in 
support of the bills. 
 
Delaney McKinley, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, testified in support 
of the bills. 
 
Tim Hughes, representing the International Union UAW, testified and submitted written 
testimony in opposition to the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Steve Gray, representing the Michigan Unemployment Insurance Project (MiUI), opposes the 
bills. 
 
Neil Mac Vicar, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association Unemployment 
Compensation Program (MHA-UCP), supports the bills. 
 
Chris Fisher, representing the Associated Builders and Contractors, supports the bills. 
 
Noah Smith, representing the Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters and Millwrights, 
opposes the bills. 
 
Andy Johnston, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce, supports the bills. 
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Stephanie Johnson, representing the International Union of Operating Engineers 324, opposes 
the bills. 
 
Chris Mitchell, representing the Michigan Hospital Association (MHA), supports the bills. 
 
Jeannette Bradshaw, representing the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers State 
Conference, opposes HB 4949. 
 
Michael Keller, representing the Michigan AFL-CIO, opposes the bills. 
 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, supports the bills. 
 
Bill McMaster, representing Taxpayers United Michigan Foundation, opposes the bills. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 11:54 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 24 Minutes 
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