
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, October 9, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana,  
Oakes, Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
  
Representative Haines moved to adopt the minutes of the October 2, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster removed HB 4958 from this week's agenda. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 4327 before the committee: 
 
HB 4327 (Farrington) Economic development; corridor improvement; corridor 

improvement authority capture provisions; modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties (MAC), testified in 
opposition to the bill, stated she could support the bill with an added amendment. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Jim McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bill. 
George Carr, representing Huron Clinton MetroParks, indicated neutrality on the bill–could 
support with amendments. 
Tim Fisher, representing the Michigan Environment Council, supports the bill. 
 
Representative Zorn moved to report HB 4327 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-2. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Oakes and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: Representatives Somerville and Driskell. 

 
Chair Foster laid HB 4782 and SB 397 before the committee: 
 
HB 4782 (Kivela) Economic development; other; next Michigan development act; 

modify. 
 
SB 397 (Casperson) Economic development; other; next Michigan development act; 

modify. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Senator Casperson, sponsor of SB 397, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Kendra Everett from Senator Casperson's office testified in support of the bills. 
 
Jim O'Toole, City Manager of Escanaba, testified and submitted written testimony in support of 
the bills. 
 
Scott Erbisch, representing Marquette County, testified in support of the bills. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Jim McBryde, representing the Michigan Economic Development Corporation (MEDC), 
supports the bills. 
William Vajda, City Manager for Marquette, supports the bills. 
Mike Johnston, representing the Michigan Manufacturer's Association (MMA), supports the 
bills. 
 
Chair Foster opened the floor for a presentation by: 
 

Scott Strong, Deputy Auditor General and 
Elden Lamb, Audit Division Administrator 
representing the Auditor General's Office 

 
Scott Strong and Elden Lamb gave an overview of the Performance Audit of the 21st Century 
Jobs Trust Fund Programs, Michigan Strategic Fund, September 2013.  Copies of the audit were 
submitted to the committee members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Mike Finney, President and CEO, representing the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation (MEDC), gave a response to the Auditor General's report for the Performance Audit 
of the 21st Century Jobs Trust Fund Programs, Michigan Strategic Fund, September 2013.  Mr. 
Finney submitted a handout to the committee members.  Questions and discussion followed. 
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Christine Armstrong, Senior Corporate Counsel and Marna Wilson, Compliance Manager, 
were present with Mr. Finney. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:07 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 37 Minutes 
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