
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, October 16, 2013 10:30 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, 
Driskell, and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Oakes. 
  
Representative Kelly moved to adopt the minutes of the October 9, 2013, meeting.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Glardon moved to excuse Representative Oakes from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 4958 before the committee: 
 
HB 4958 (Foster) Employment security; benefits; eligibility criteria for 

unemployment benefits; clarify. 
 
Representative Zorn moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4958. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell, and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
The following individuals submitted cards on HB 4958 but did not wish to speak: 
 
Justin Winslow, representing the Michigan Restaurant Association, in support. 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, in support. 
Delaney McKinley, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, in support. 
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Alesha Gensler, representing the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, 
neutral. 
 
Representative Zorn moved to report HB 4958 as substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell, and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
Chair Foster laid HB 4996 before the committee: 
 
HB 4996 (Jenkins) Trade; securities; exemption from registration of certain securities 

issued by Michigan companies; create. 
 
Representative Zorn moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HB 4996. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell, 
and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Jenkins, sponsor of HB 4996, explained her bill to the committee. 
 
Angela Barbash, founder and CEO of Reconsider, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Michael Sauvante, representing the National Commonwealth Group, testified in support of the 
bill. 
 
Diane Bissell, an attorney, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Vincent Russo, an attorney from Georgia that previously served as General Counsel for the 
Georgia Secretary of State, testified via Skype in support of the bill. 
 
Alesha Gensler, Al Schefke, and Stephanie Fleming, from the Michigan Department of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, testified with no position on the bill. 
 
Chris Miller, Erin Sullivan, Jessica Teng, Christopher Falcon, and Matthew Papadopoulos, 
from the City of Adrian, testified in support of the bill. 
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Austin Holsinger, representing Great Lakes Proud, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Nikki Brown, representing the Michigan Municipal League, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card in support of HB 4996 but did not wish to speak: 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce. 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business. 
John Llewellyn, representing the Michigan Bankers Association. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:00 p.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Doug Simon 

Acting Committee Clerk 

517-373-8099 
1 Hour and 30 Minutes 
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