
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Tuesday, November 12, 2013 8:30 a.m.              Room 352 Capitol Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank Foster, 
Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representatives Haines, Johnson, Outman and Oakes. 
  
Representative Kelly moved to excuse Representatives Haines, Johnson, Outman and Oakes from 
the committee.  There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid HB 4366 before the committee: 
 
HB 4366 (Durhal) Labor; fair employment practices; job applications; eliminate 

reference to felony conviction. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Durhal, sponsor of HB 4366, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Mark Peters, CEO of Butterball Farms, Inc., testified and submitted written testimony in support of 
the bill. 
 
Gary Pollard, assistant to Representative Durhal, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Sofia Nelson, representing the ACLU of Michigan, testified and submitted written testimony in 
support of the bill. 
 
Ronald Emery, former Assistant Attorney General of Michigan, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Nancy McKeague, representing the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, testified in opposition 
of the bill. 
 
Delaney McKinley, representing the Michigan Manufacturers Association, testified in opposition of 
the bill. 
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Rick Bennet, a restaurant owner who works with Advocacy Re-Entry Resources Outreach (ARRO), 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Rick McHugh, representing the National Employment Law Project, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Peter Martel, representing the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) - Michigan Criminal 
Justice Program, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Monica Jahner, representing (ARRO) and Northwest Initiative, testified and submitted written 
testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Justin Smith, Ph.D., assistant professor of sociology at Central Michigan University (CMU), 
testified and submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce, testified in opposition to the bill. 
 
Representative Durhal gave additional comments. 
 
Bob Heriford, representing the Tri-County Area Re-Entry Coalition, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Steven Tad Mikko, representing himself, testified and submitted written testimony in support of the 
bill. 
 
Richard Stapleton, a retired attorney from the Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC), 
testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not speak: 
 
Sandra Girard, representing Citizens for Prison Reform, supports the bill. 
Amy Drumm, representing the Michigan Retailers Association, opposes the bill. 
Jessica Zimbelman, representing the Prison and Correction Section - State Bar of Michigan. 
David Jessup, representing the Small Business Association of Michigan (SBAM), opposes the bill. 
Terri Stangl, representing the Center for Civil Justice, supports the bill. 
Amanda Fisher, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), opposes the 
bill. 
Andy Johnston, representing the Grand Rapids Chamber, opposes the bill. 
Sarah Ross, representing the Michigan Prisoner Re-Entry Initiative, supports the bill. 
James Bright, representing the Living Water Prison Ministry, supports the bill. 
Roderick Casey, an Ypsilanti top delegate, representing the Washtenaw Regional Organizing 
Coalition (WeROC), and People of Diversity United for Equality (PODUE), supports the bill. 
Patricia Jackson of the Public Action Committee for Justice, representing the Washtenaw County 
Democratic Party Black Caucus, supports the bill. 
Edward J. Hoort, representing the Legal Services of Eastern Michigan, supports the bill. 
Natalie Holbrook, representing the American Friends Service Committee, supports the bill. 
Daniel Cohen, representing Pilchak & Cohen, P.C., opposes the bill. 
Robert and Patricia Heriford, representing Change of Heart Ministry, supports the bill. 
Kenyatta Brame, Senior Vice President and CAO, representing Cascade Engineering, supports the 
bill. 
Ingham Great Start Collaborative supports the bill. 



Commerce Committee 
Page 3 of 3 
11/12/2013 

 
Lead Team, Students Organizing Against Prisons, supports the bill. 
Michelle Weemhoff, M.S.W., representing the Michigan Council on Crime and Delinquency, 
supports the bill. 
Lois DeMott, representing the Michigan Citizens for Prison Reform (MICPR), supports the bill. 
Abe French, representing Thinking Matters, LLC, supports the bill. 
Kurt Reppart, program director for a community development organization in Grand Rapids, 
supports the bill. 
Jean Miller, a substance abuse counselor, supports the bill. 
James Corbett, a former Social Security Administration employee, supports the bill. 
Judi Buchman supports the bill. 
Rev. Jay Cummings, representing the United Church of Christ, supports the bill. 
Norma Bauer supports the bill. 
William Benallack supports the bill. 
Aaron Thomas Kinzel supports the bill. 
Summer Foster supports the bill. 
James Zlomak supports the bill. 
Gary Cox supports the bill. 
Leslie Cummings supports the bill. 
Bonnie Bankson supports the bill. 
Michael Crumb supports the bill. 
Karl Williams supports the bill. 
Tony Lee supports the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 
10:26 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
1 Hour and 56 Minutes 
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