
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

COMMERCE 
 
 
Wednesday, December 11, 2013 8:15 a.m.             Room 519 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Commerce was called to order by Representative Frank 
Foster, Chair. 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, 
Johnson, Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana,  
Driskell and Yanez. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Oakes. 
  
Representative Santana moved to excuse Representative Oakes from the committee.  There 
being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Representative Leonard moved to adopt the minutes of the December 4, 2013, meetings.  
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Foster laid HR 276 before the committee: 
 
HR 276 (Forlini) A resolution to urge the Italian government to continue its support 

for the Consulate of Italy in Detroit, Michigan. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Forlini, sponsor of HR 276, explained his resolution to the committee. 
 
Chair Foster moved to report HR 276 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Santana, Driskell and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 

Chair Foster laid SB 169 and SB 663 before the committee: 
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SB 169 (Kowall) Traffic control; traffic regulation; autonomous driving; authorize 

under certain circumstances. 
 
SB 663 (Kowall) Torts; product liability; liability of vehicle manufacturer or upfitter 

for damages resulting from modifications made by a third party to 
an automated vehicle or automated vehicle technology; limit under 
certain circumstances. 

 
The following people submitted a card but did not speak: 
 
Dave Biswas from Senator Kowall's office supports the bills. 
Keith Ledbetter, representing the Chrysler Group, supports the bills. 
Steve Scofes, representing Toyota, supports the bills. 
 
Chair Foster offered the following amendment to SB 169: 
 
 1. Amend page 3, line 17, after "TECHNOLOGY" by inserting "OR 
AUTOMATED VEHICLES". 
 
Representative Nesbitt moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, Nesbitt, 
Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Santana, Driskell and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
Representative Kelly moved to report SB 169 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Santana, Driskell and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
Chair Foster offered the following amendment to SB 663: 
 
 1. Amend page 1, line 2, by striking out "FOR" and inserting "AND SHALL BE 
DISMISSED FROM ANY ACTION FOR ALLEGED". 
 
Chair Foster moved to adopt the amendment. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
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FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Santana, Driskell and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 
 

Chair Foster moved to report SB 663 with recommendation as substitute (H-1). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 18-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 

Yeas: Representatives Foster, Zorn, Haines, Schmidt, Farrington, Glardon, Johnson, 
Nesbitt, Somerville, Outman, Kelly, Leonard, Switalski, Barnett, Townsend, Santana, Driskell 
and Yanez, 

Nays: None, 
Pass: None. 

 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 8:25 a.m. 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Frank Foster, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Commerce 
Malika Abdul-Basir 

Committee Clerk 

517-373-7256 
10 Minutes 
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