
 
 

 
HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 

EDUCATION 
 
Wednesday, February 5, 2014           2:50 p.m.         Senate Hearing Room, 1st Floor, Boji Tower       
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Daley, Genetski, Lund, McMillin, 
Hooker, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Lamonte, and Abed. 
 
ABSEBT/EXCUSED MEMBERS: Representatives Crawford and Stallworth. 
 
Representative Hooker moved to excuse the absent members.   
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The House Education Committee met jointly with the House Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Education, the House Appropriations Subcommittee on School Aid, the Senate Education 
Committee, and the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on K-12, School Aid, and Education. 
 
Dr. Richard Zeile, representing the Michigan State Board of Education, testified on the Report 
on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Paul Weeks, representing the ACT Aspire Assessment System, testified in support of the Report 
on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Bob Kefgen and Wendy Zdeb-Rober, representing the Michigan Association of Secondary 
School Principals, testified on the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common 
Core State Standards. 
 
Amber Arellano and Sarah Lenhoff, representing the Education Trust-Midwest, testified on the 
Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Michael Donnelly, representing the Homeschool Legal Defense Association, testified in 
opposition to the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State 
Standards. 
 
Naomi Norman, representing the General Education Leadership Network, testified on the Report 
on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Stefanie, Olivia, and Isabel Huffaker, representing themselves, testified on the Report on Options 
for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Sarah Perks, representing herself, testified in opposition to the Report on Options for 



Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Kathy Dewsbury-White, representing the Michigan Assessment Consortium, testified on the 
Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Paulette Brack, representing the Home Education League of Michigan, testified in opposition to 
the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Tiffany Doolittle, representing herself, testified in opposition to the Report on Options for 
Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Jayne Pollie, representing herself, testified in opposition to the Report on Options for 
Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Vice-Chair Franz took over as Chair of the committee. 
 
Margo Aseltine, representing herself, testified in opposition to the Report on Options for 
Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Melanie Kurdys, representing STOP Common Core in Michigan, testified in opposition to the 
Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Deborah DeBaker, representing herself, testified in opposition to the Report on Options for 
Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Michael Yocum, representing the Tri County Alliance (Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne), testified 
on the Report on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards. 
 
Karen Braun, representing herself, submitted a card wishing to speak in opposition to the Report 
on Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards, but was 
unavailable at the time she was called. 
 
Jodie Brown, representing herself, submitted a card wishing to speak on the Report on Options 
for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards, but was unavailable at the 
time she was called. 
 
Bongchae Kozak, representing themselves, submitted a card wishing to speak on the Report on 
Options for Assessments Aligned with the Common Core State Standards, but was unavailable at 
the time they was called. 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Kim Winter, representing the Information Network for Christian Homes, in opposition. 
 
Mike Winter, representing the Information Network for Christian Homes, in opposition. 
 



Tina DuPont, representing herself, in opposition. 
 
Eileen Weiser, representing the State Board of Education. 
 
Anna Janek, representing herself, in opposition. 
 
Dominic and Lillian Cusumano, representing themselves, in opposition. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, Vice-Chair Franz adjourned the meeting, 
the time being 5:18 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair   Rachel Meade 

Committee Clerk 
rmeade@house.mi.gov 
February 5, 2014 

________________________________    2 hours 28 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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