
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Thursday, September 26, 2013              9:00 a.m.                   519 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, 
McMillin, Hooker, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and 
Abed. 
 
The Chair laid HCR 11 before the committee. 
 
HCR 11 (Kelly) A concurrent resolution to authorize the State Board of Education and 

the Michigan Department of Education to move forward to expend 
resources to implement the use of the Common Core State Standards so 
long as the conditions of this resolution can be met. 

 
Representative Price moved to adopt substitute (H-1) to HCR 11. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-1-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and Abed,  
 Nays:  Representative McMillin, 
 Pass:  Representative Hooker. 
 
Representative Kelly, Chairman of the Common Core Standards subcommittee, testified in 
support of HCR 11. 
 
Representative Franz, Vice-Chair, took over as Chair of the committee, the time being 9:21 a.m. 
 
Chairwoman Lyons resumed her position as Chair of the committee, the time being 9:42 a.m.  
 
Deborah DeBacker, representing Stop Common Core in Michigan, testified in opposition to 
HCR 11. 
 
Representative Franz, Vice-Chair, took over as Chair of the committee, the time being 9:44 a.m. 
 
Stephanie Huffaker, representing Lapeer County Homeschoolers, testified in opposition to HCR 
11. 
 
 



Tim Schmig and Douglas Levesque, both representing the Michigan Association of Christian 
Schools, testified jointly in opposition to HCR 11. 
 
Elaine Bourret, representing herself, testified in opposition to HCR 11. 
 
Anne Burns, representing herself, testified in opposition to HCR 11. 
 
Paul Stankewitz, representing the Michigan Catholic Conference, stated a neutral position on 
HCR 11. 
 
Chairwoman Lyons resumed her position as Chair of the committee, the time being 10:15 a.m.  
 
The committee went at ease at 10:15 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 10:58 a.m. 
 
Chairwoman Lyons offered and Representative Price moved to adopt the following amendments 
to HCR 11: 
 

1. Amend the 7th Resolving clause, line 2, after "so long as" by striking out 
"pursuant to Section 1279c" and inserting "consistent with Section 1278".  And in line 3, 
replacing 1279c with 1278. 
 
2. Amend the 8th resolving clause, line 3, after "knowing that" by inserting "no" 
before "non-education". 

 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Hooker, 
Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and Abed,  
 Nays:  Representative McMillin, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Hooker offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HCR 11: 
 
 1. Insert the following resolving clause after the 10th resolving clause: 
 "Resolved, That the Common Core curriculum is a minimum standard to prepare students 
to be college and career ready.  Any test adopted as a measure of that readiness shall be taken by 
the Governor, leaders and membership of the legislature, state and local superintendents, 
principals, and boards of education.  The results or refusal to take said tests shall be published by 
state and local media sources; and be it further" 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-8-0. 
 
 



FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Genetski, McMillin, Hooker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, 
Stallworth, Lamonte, and Abed,  
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, 
 Pass:  None. 
 
Representative Lipton offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HCR 11: 
 
 1. Amend the 9th resolving clause, line 3, after "2013." By inserting "In preparation 
for receipt of this report, the State Board of Education may take steps to remove conflicts of 
interest and provide the State Board of Education and the Michigan Department of Education the 
necessary latitude and objectivity to develop their recommendation for Michigan's student 
assessment tools". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 14-0-3. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Crawford, Daley, Lund, Hooker, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and Abed,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:  Representatives Franz, Genetski, and McMillin. 
 
Representative Abed offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HCR 11: 
 
 1. Amend the 6th Resolving clause, line 5, after "standards" by striking out the 
balance of the clause and inserting "such as more rigorous expectations for their students, 
including teaching high school Euclidean Geometry and classic English literature, or different 
developmental standards for kindergarten through third grade; and be it further". 
 
The committee went at ease at 11:07 a.m. 
 
The committee reconvened at 11:12 a.m. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Crawford, Daley, Lund, McMillin, Hooker, Jacobsen, 
Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and Abed,  
 Nays:  None, 
       Pass:  Representatives Franz, and Genetski. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to report out HCR 11 substitute (H-1) as amended, as substitute 
(H-3) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-5-1. 



 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Crawford, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, 
Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte,  
 Nays:  Representatives Franz, Daley, Genetski, McMillin, Hooker, 
       Pass:  Representative Abed. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in support of HCR 11, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Gary Naeyaer, representing the Great Lakes Education Project. 
Wendy Larvick, representing the Michigan Department of Education. 
Julie Rowe, representing the American Federation of Teachers of Michigan. 
Bob Kefgen, representing the Michigan Association of Secondary School Principals. 
Harrison Blackmond, representing Democrats for Education Reform. 
Allie Bush, representing the Grand Rapids Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Karen McPhee, representing the Ottawa Area Intermediate School District. 
Dave Sipca, representing the Muskegon Area Intermediate School District. 
Chris Grass, representing the West Michigan Talent Triangle. 
Kevin Konarska, representing the Kent Intermediate School District. 
Jennifer Smith, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards. 
Emily Laidlaw, representing the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators. 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators. 
Lindsay Case, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards in opposition to HCR 11, but did not wish to 
speak: 
 
Tom Klopfenstein, representing himself. 
Joan Klopfenstein, representing herself. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 11:14 a.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair    Rachel Meade 

 Committee Clerk 
 rmeade@house.mi.gov 
 September 26, 2013 

________________________________     2 hours 14 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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