
 
 

 

HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
EDUCATION 

 
Wednesday, December 4, 2013    10:30 a.m.       307 House Office Building 
 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair, called the meeting to order. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, 
McMillin, Hooker, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, and 
Abed. 
 
Representative Franz moved to approve the minutes from the November 6, 2013 and November 
13, 2013 meetings. 
 
There being no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
The Chair laid HB 5111, HB 5112, and HB 5144 before the committee: 
 
HB 5111 (Price) Education; other; promotion of third grade students to next grade 

level; require a minimum benchmark on standardized test for 
advancement. 

 
HB 5112 (Lyons) Education; school districts; system for calculating and publishing 

letter grades for public schools; establish. 
 
HB 5144 (Stallworth) Education; curriculum; diagnostic evaluation, early intervention, 

tutoring, and mentoring to bring low-performing students to 
proficiency in reading by the third grade; provide for. 

 
Substitute (H-1) was adopted to HB 5111 on November 13, 2013. 
 
Steve Norton, representing Michigan Parents for School, testified in opposition to HB 5112. 
 
Anne and Lawrence Kloth, representing themselves, testified in opposition to HB 5111 and HB 
5144. 
 
Erica Reaves, representing herself, testified in opposition to HB 5111. 
 
Kelly Cornell, representing herself, testified in opposition to HB 5111. 
 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, testified in opposition to 
HB 5112. 
 
Brad Biladeau, representing the Michigan Association of School Administrators, and Emily 
Laidlaw, representing the Michigan Association of Intermediate School Administrators, testified 



jointly in opposition to HB 5111, HB 5144, and HB 5112. 
 
Gary Naeyaert, representing the Great Lakes Education Project, testified in support of HB 5111, 
HB 5144 and HB 5112. 
 
The committee went at ease at 12:30 p.m.  
 
The committee reconvened at 12:36 p.m. 
 
The Chair laid HB 4154 (H-1) before the committee: 
 
HB 4154 (Yonker) Education; school districts; third-party accrediting of schools; 

allow, and provide that department establish list of approved 
private accreditors. 

 
Substitute (H-1) was adopted on October 30, 3013. 
 
Representative Lipton offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 4154 (H-1): 
 
 1. Amend page 36, line 18, by striking out all of enacting section 2. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 5-9-3. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Lamonte, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Jacobsen, Stallworth. 
 
Representative Yonker moved to report out HB 4154 substitute (H-1) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 17-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, McMillin, 
Hooker, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, Abed,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:   None. 
 

HB 4154 (H-1) reported out with recommendation. 
 

The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 5112. 
 
Representative McMillin moved to adopt substitute (H-6) to HB 5112. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-8-2. 



 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Lamonte, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, 
 Pass:   Representatives Franz, Stallworth. 
 
Chairwomen Lyons moved to adopt substitute (H-3) to HB 5112. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-1-5. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, 
Price, Yonker, Knezek, Stallworth, 
 Nays:  Representative Lipton, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Brinks, Lamonte, Abed. 
 
Representative Knezek offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5112 (H-3): 
 
 1.  Amend page 11, line 27, after "TEACHERS." By inserting on the next line " (iv) 
THE PERCENTAGE OF THE TOTAL BUDGET FOR THE PUBLIC SCHOOL THAT 
IS SPENT ON INSTRUCTION". 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 6-9-2. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Hooker. 
 
Representative Knezek offered and moved to adopt the following amendments to HB 5112 (H-
3): 
 

1.  Amend page 18, line 25 after "LEVEL" by striking out "AND" and inserting "OR". 
 

2.  Amend page 19, line 10, after "STATUS" by striking out " OF "MAINTAINING" 
OR "FAILING"". 
 

3. Amend page 19, line 12, after "STATUS" by striking out the balance of the 
subsection. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 16-0-1. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Hooker, 



Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, Abed,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:   Representative McMillin. 
 
Representative McMillin offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5112 (H-
3): 
 
 1. Amend page 20, following line 15, by inserting:  
 "(10) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ENSURE THAT THE SMARTER 
BALANCED ASSESSMENTS ARE NOT USED AS THE STATE ASSESSMENTS THAT 
MEASURE PUPIL PERFORMANCE FOR THE PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION.". 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 5-9-3. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Genetski, McMillin, Hooker, Lipton, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Crawford, Daley, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Knezek, 
Stallworth, 
 Pass:   Representatives Franz, Brinks, Lamonte. 
 
Representative Lamonte offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5112 (H-
3): 
 
 1.  Amend page 11, line 27, after "THE" by striking out "AVERAGE RATIO OF 
PUPILS TO TEACHERS." and inserting "MODE, MEDIAN, MEAN, AND RANGE OF 
PUPIL TO TEACHERS IN THE SCHOOLS CLASSROOMS.". 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 7-9-1. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Hooker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 
Yonker, 
 Pass:   Representative McMillin. 
 
Chairwoman Lyons moved to report out HB 5112 substitute (H-3) as amended, as substitute (H-
7) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 11-4-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, 
Price, Yonker, Knezek, Stallworth,  
 Nays:  Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Lipton, Abed, 
 Pass:   Representatives Brinks, Lamonte. 
 



HB 5112 (H-7) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 5111 (H-1). 
 
Representative Genetski offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5111 (H-
1): 
 
 1. Amend page 4, following line 21, by inserting:  
 "(8) TO FURTHER THE GOAL OF ENCOURAGING READING PROFICIENCY 
FOR ALL PUPILS BY THE END OF GRADE 3 AND TO HELP ALLOW TEACHERS 
AND SCHOOLS TO FOCUS ON THIS GOAL, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL NOT 
INCLUDE A SOCIAL STUDIES COMPONENT ON THE GRADE 3 STATE 
ASSESSMENT OR ON ANY PILOT OF THAT ASSESSMENT.". 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 9-2-6. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Hooker, 
Price, Yonker,  
 Nays:  Representatives Jacobsen, Stallworth, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Lamonte, Abed. 
 
Chairwoman Lyons moved to report out HB 5111 substitute (H-1) as amended, as substitute (H-
3) with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 10-3-4. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, 
Price, Yonker, Stallworth, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lipton, Knezek, Abed, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Hooker, Brinks, Lamonte. 
 

HB 5111 (H-3) reported out with recommendation. 
 
The Chair returned to the consideration of HB 5144. 
 
Representative Lipton offered and moved to adopt the following amendment to HB 5144: 
 
 1.  Amend page 3, line 17, by striking out all of Enacting section 1. 
 
The motion did not prevail by a vote of 6-9-2. 
 
UNFAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Hooker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Lamonte, Abed, 
 Nays:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Jacobsen, Price, 



Yonker, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Stallworth. 
 
Representative Stallworth moved to report out HB 5144 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 15-0-2. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Franz, Crawford, Daley, Genetski, Lund, Hooker, 
Jacobsen, Price, Yonker, Lipton, Knezek, Brinks, Stallworth, Lamonte,  
 Nays:  None, 
 Pass:   Representatives McMillin, Abed. 
 

HB 5144 reported out with recommendation. 
 
Chris Glass, representing West Michigan Talent Triangle, submitted a card wishing to speak on 
HB 5111 and HB 5144, but did not due to time constraints. 
 
The following people submitted cards, but did not wish to speak: 
 
Brad Williams, representing the Detroit Regional Chamber, in support of HB 5111 and HB 5112. 
 
Don Wotruba, representing the Michigan Association of School Boards, in support of HB 4154 
and in opposition to HB 5111. 
 
Wendy Larvick, representing the Michigan Department of Education, with a neutral position on 
HB 5111 and HB 5144. 
 
Alicia Urbain, representing the Michigan Association of School Academies, in support of HB 
5111, HB 5112, HB 4154, and HB 5144. 
 
With no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting, the 
time being 1:04 p.m. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair   Rachel Meade 

Committee Clerk 
rmeade@house.mi.gov 
December 4, 2013 

________________________________    2 hour 34 minutes 
Date Approved and Signed 
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