
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
 
 
Tuesday, March 5, 2013    12:00 Noon  Room 327 House Office Building 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics was called to order by Representative 
Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker,  
Lane and Schor. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  Representative Haugh. 
 
Representative Lane moved to excuse Representative Haugh from the committee.  There being 
no objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4307, HB 4169, HB 4170 and HB 4171 before the 
committee: 
 
HB 4307 (Lyons) Elections; special elections; requirement for a special election when a 

vacancy occurs in the office of county commissioner during an odd 
numbered year; eliminate unless the vacancy is not filled by 
appointment. 

 
HB 4169 (Pagel) Elections; canvassing; reference in general law village act to board of 

village canvassers and board of township canvassers; revise to board of 
county canvassers. 

 
HB 4170 (Cotter) Elections; canvassing; reference in community college act of 1966 to 

board of city or township canvassers; eliminate. 
 
HB 4171 (Jacobsen) Elections; canvassing; elimination of local boards of canvassers and 

amendment of process to balance precinct results; provide for. 
 
Representative Outman moved to report HB 4307 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Lane and Schor, 
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Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Representative Schor moved to report HB 4169 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Heise moved to report HB 4170 with recommendation. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Younker moved to adopt the substitute (H-2) to HB 4171. 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 
 

Representative Cotter moved to report HB 4171 with recommendation as substitute (H-2). 
 
The motion prevailed by a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
FAVORABLE ROLL CALL: 
 Yeas:  Representatives Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, Lane and Schor, 

Nays:  None, 
Pass:   None. 

 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4046 before the committee: 
 
HB 4046 (Kowall) Elections; campaign practices; individual circulating a petition; prohibit 

from being paid for each petition signature collected, and require petition 
circulators to wear identification badges. 

 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Kowall, sponsor of HB 4046, explained her bill to the committee.  Questions and 
discussion followed. 
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Charles Owens, representing the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB), testified and 
submitted written testimony in support of the bill. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons announced that Chris Thomas from the Michigan Secretary of State is 
reviewing the legislation. 
 
Representative Callton moved to adopt the minutes of the February 26, 2013, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting 
at 12:19 p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
19 Minutes 
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