
 
 
 
 
 

THE MINUTES OF THE HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON 

ELECTIONS AND ETHICS 
 
 
Tuesday, May 14, 2013   12:00 Noon Room 327 House Office Building 
 
 
The House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics was called to order by Representative Lisa 
Posthumus Lyons, Chair. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Representatives Posthumus Lyons, Cotter, Heise, Callton, Outman, Yonker, 
Haugh, Lane and Schor. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED:  None. 
 
Representative Heise moved to adopt the minutes of the April 16, 2013, meeting.  There being no 
objection, the motion prevailed by unanimous consent. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4478 before the committee: 
 
HB 4478 (Schor) Elections; voters; signature stamp; allow, and define physical disability. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Schor, sponsor of HB 4478, explained his bill and submitted handouts to the committee.    
 
Marie McKenna, East Lansing City Clerk, testified in support of the bill. 
 
Questions and discussion followed. 
 
Chris Hackbarth and Chris Thomas, representing the Michigan Secretary of State Office, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
Ruth Linneman, representing the National Multiple Sclerosis Society—Michigan Chapter, testified in 
support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card and/or written testimony but did not wish to speak: 
 
Laura Hall, representing the Michigan Disability Rights Coalition, supports the bill. 
Samantha Harkins, representing the Michigan Municipal League (MML), supports the bill. 
Felicia Wasson, representing AARP—Michigan, supports the bill. 
Bill Zaagman from Governmental Consultant Services, Inc. (GCSI), representing the Michigan 
Association of County Clerks, indicated neutrality on the bill. 
Chris Swope, representing the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks, indicated neutrality on the bill. 
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Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4479 before the committee: 
 
HB 4479 (Schor) Campaign finance; violations; payment of late filing fee for annual 

statement; allow to be paid from committee funds. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Schor, sponsor of HB 4479, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Barb Byrum, Ingham County Clerk, testified in support of the bill. 
 
The following people submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
Chris Hackbarth and Chris Thomas, representing the Michigan Secretary of State Office, support the bill. 
 
Chair Posthumus Lyons laid HB 4477 before the committee: 
 
HB 4477 (Schor) Elections; polling places; an elector taking a photograph of himself or 

herself in a polling place; authorize. 
 
TESTIMONY 
 
Representative Schor, sponsor of HB 4477, explained his bill to the committee. 
 
Chris Swope, representing the Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks, testified in opposition to the 
bill. 
 
Chris Hackbarth and Chris Thomas, representing the Michigan Secretary of State Office, testified in 
opposition to the bill. 
 
The following person submitted a card but did not wish to speak: 
 
Bill Zaagman from (GCSI), representing the Michigan Association of County Clerks, opposes the bill. 
 
There being no further business to come before the committee, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 12:45 
p.m. 
 
 
____________________________________________                                                                                        
Representative Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Chair 
House Standing Committee on Elections and Ethics 
Malika Abdul-Basir 
Committee Clerk 
517-373-7256 
45 Minutes 
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